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CHAPTER ONE:
THE DAY AFTER
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with Henry and Mandyistening to boring olgheoplemusic on the
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spend last night in a hotel somé&ere in the middle of nowhere
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been able to take lhof his toys with him; Henry and Mandy had
been in a hurry to leave the house and when he forgoMiegrior
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They were finally home now, Sy NE | YR al yR&Qa
pulled onto their street, bunow the sunwas setting so it would
be time for bed soon andomorrow it would be back to school

What was the point of not havinggt 32 (12 &O0OK22f¢
have any fun?
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grabbed two of the suitcases from the back and headed for the
front door.

Bobbie deliberately took a long time getting his seatbeltdone
and tarried just a bit longer before opening the side door of the
van, hoping that maybe everything would be removed before he
got around to the back himself. No such luck though, his travel
bag was still sitting there wiaing for him along with a bin filled
with adion figures and cars and video games and all the other
toys that a typical boy owned.

Fixing his priorities, Bobbie grabbed the iiied bin from the
back and started to lug it back into the house. It was hebuyat
least Henry and Mandy had left thieont door open for him.

Bobbie staggered through the front door to find himself face to
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look nervous so he guessed the man musioliay.
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learned to never trust any adult who said they were going to be
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having fun BOl dz& S Y2aid | RdzZ 6aQ ARSI &
being completely lame at best.
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Henry and Mandy who were still just standing there withagkent
expressions on their faces.
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and Mandy Wher of 11347 Brighten Drive, and from the look of
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Bobbie nodded.
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said again, almost as if to himself. Thenfbwus fell back on Bn
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For a third time Bobbie looked to Henry and Mandy and still they
stood there with an unlinking expression on their ¢as.
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parents what they thinkDo you think this is a good idea Mr. and
Mrs. Wdli S NXK £
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him. Things went so much more smoothly this tirttési A YS K S
finally get it right for sure
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) L . Lo ~ device had functioned flawlessly for a_second time. He regarded
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picked up one of two duffle bags by his feet. Hsgo full that the
surface was a mass of bumps from the jutting arms, heads, wings
and other accegsies of the toys crammedhside.
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mote from his pants pocketde ht a button on its surface and a
car came rding around the corner and pulledtd the driveway.
As it came to a sfp Bobbie saw to his amazement that there was
no driver inside.
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to look back.

Finding a reliable way to quickly attach the ThinkChips had been
the most difficult part, but his dation for that had been equally

as invative.
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d'lar% corner an came to res In n(? }\ was nOa[ actually a

hummingbird, but a small robotic drone that was even nowvd<ol
ihgpdown into aspherebarelythe size of a golf ball

\Witg that geeomdished ghg man tuinedagaig 1@ the Waltes. The
crime of letting a child be unhappy was unforgivable. He picked
up the second duffle bag, withdrew the machete and poncho
from them, and dvanced on the insemde couple. As their blood
Ft26SR FNBST &egral WaS thay withf e ThigkHips
still in place,they were not actuallyaware of thepain from his
cutswhichhe knew they so richly deserved.
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The young woman named Lois Lane shot bolt inprig bed; her

A O Seyes Nildey andl ¥ieB breaiggNdeavigeflexively her right hand

R gcanfeRup hFhdrf left iisNio Fesf Ehat Rhe Rrypibiian ddelktS N
which she wore there was still in its place. Though the device
R A R yakidt herJdm minor injuries or her nightmaes, it did
protect her from lethal harm and the psyalogical reassurance of
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its presence on her wrist did much to calm her.



So much for the theory that victory briigeace she thought to
herself as she pulled herself out of bed. Victory in this casanne
having finally stopped the menace of Brainiac once and for all.
Peace would have been the absence of the nightmares ttaat pl
gued rer almost every time she slephd had for eight years naw

Still, even as her heartbeat slowed down to its normal pace sh
knew this night had not been as bad as some; thouglons of
KSNJ FF 0KSNRa FASNE RSIFOK KIR
had not had the chance to torment her this nigBhe looked over
at her alarm clock and was ralliédrther by the observaon that
aKSQR I QlGdz- £ £ & 320G 4 S yof Ghurse, gied dzN.
0KF G &K 8ualk hag ghpdleeplat all in theprevioustwo
days, she was still technicallynning a net sleep deficit.
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Not that the theory of trying to dah up on slep actually worked;
mainly because it played hell with the biorhythms which could
leave you feeling even less rested than when you first went to
bedT aKSQR NBIFIR Fff GKS tAGSNI
of anger and griefwhen true sleep seemed &k some hal
remembered dreamBesides, if itvere actuallyi NHzS & KS QR
bly need a solid year pulling a Sleeping Beauty just to catch up on

allthesleepa KSQR f2ad Ay (GKS SA3IKG @&
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of the mall SNJ ¢ & Uedoindiso ds&dSIcXost sleep in

that time that four hours a night would probably still be hermo
mal averagenow even if the nightmareshad abandoned her
completely.

Still, despite therelative lack of step, Loisvas feeling a lot better
rested this morning than she had in a long tinteough that
might also just be the thrill of anticipation at work. It had been a
f2y3 GAYS aAaAyOS [2A&a KIR ¥FSti
well, giddy. As giddysaa school girl with a high school crush is
gKFEG aKSQR OF f f rest; which todaK she wia$ NEF
more than willing taallow of herself
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A high school crusid y Qi (i 2sBe thblightdto heFsElf as she
slid into the shower and bobbed in tinte some naneless tune in

her head that only she could hedarely twentyfour hours ago
AaKSQR TFA dtdirdtenedd SN 2 NRa & KSQR
hearing fromher friend Clark Kent sincéhey had beenbackin

high school.

d love you Lois Lare!
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2 §f to-ayEogq-malp sfyfe seppanticgVyhasever she was calling
herselfit was the persorbehind the namethat Clark lovedand
that would be her
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She again brushed her hand across the surface of herletac
5dzNAy3 GKS LI ad ¥FS¢ Y22yGKa akKks
moment lest she be caught defenseless by Brairdiathat time it
12N felbap if the bgaglephag almost pecome Ba & hes p Mysisal R |
symbol of her connetion to Clark and their shared fight for truth
LINANg! justice. Tat feeling of connectionto the bracelet and to
Clark had never felt stronger than it did this morning.K S RA R
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drama and missed declations and breakups and misunderstan
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this good happenwith us
Clark had just smiled at thatois there wag  Kré&plieR It was
(a GAIRHGHSCHOPP SO BESPd RBP. vy
1 SQR abs8l@efy right of course. As fresh and exhilarg and
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actually known each other for more than adleRS y 2 g X 2
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and now after all the trials and tribulationst had finally paid off
It really was just tha®impleQ

R
0

By the time she was through the shower that nameless tune in
her head had turned into fulledged hummingof what might
KI @S
g2y RSNBR AF akKS$S
relativelack of one as the case ghit be
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Once upon a timeback when winning the attention dfer farm
028 KIR 0SSy a AYLRNIIyYyG G2
her wayto keep up with the latest styledut in the years since
KSNJ FIF 6 KSND&a RSI (K (KI donafmpayidd S N.
simplicity. How many hourbad she spent on bleaching her hair
as a teenageand primping to get ito lie just soanyway?

K

Her hairstylehad been one of the first victims of hemore furnc-
tional oulook. She had bleached litack to blondeone kst time
FFGSNI aKSQR OQ$hah&dneedeiito I1GoK as Khke Ratl y 3
before Lionel Luthor destroyed her world one last time for her
videotaped testimony against him 6 dzd | FG4SNJ G KI
it grow back into her naturdight brown. As to thestyle; dhersin

her circlemight feel the need to blow fifty bucks on a supposed
designer do, but to her mind you got pretty much the saree r
sults for $4.95 at the GreatClips down the street.

Yet, today she was feeling the need to spruaasklf up a ki
more than usual; as she had done so long ago at the Smallville
High Spring Form&@ b2 0 GKI G &aKS gl ayQi
GdzZNyVy SR Sy2dzZaK YSyQa KSIFIRa G2
wanted to make herself look as beautiful on thetside as Clark
madeher feel on the inside.

No doubt about it, she was in love. Not just with Clark Kent; which
was a given; buamazingly enouglwith her whole entire screwed
uplife.! YR ¢KI G 61 ayQid GKSNB G2
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and how could you not love that2ome might wonder; why in this
age of instant news anytime andymhere that anyone would still
gl yld (G2 0SS | LINAY G NI e paitSANK
hack on the twentyfour hour cable news or the internet could get
the gory first. An investigli A @S NI LJ2 NIi S MR storye 2 6
Q I gght and aprint investigative repdS NQ & 2 2 0 thedtody (i 2
A 2 Y SighKedriphterid L T Mwiittengdbwinytiged it never hp-
pened andunlike the internet; where stories were here today and
gone tomorrow like soap bubbles amidst the vast oceansof i
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Gord what happened
eard flom nowdu t saythisHs the
truth of whatactually hplLJSyY SR ® Q

Y2 dz O2dzt Ry Qiihate Gaildher Bstad thingKtGave,
either. Some might find it strangebut Loisloved getting hate
mailX Kl R f 2 @S Rrst hadl startédyworking askngws-
paper back in juniorhigi 2A &8 RARY QG YI 1 $-
5 r@i)“ htIyVS(/D\ any ‘?atmalltshg received probablgpneantthat her
inves gatlonwas epping on tHe toes of someone who probably
needed to have them stepped on in the first pla&o it really
YSIyld a2YSGKAYy3a G2 KSNJ GKFG ak
her fellow eportersX @ KA OK ¢ 2 dzf R Kppedl ®er LINX
week if not for ClarkThe emails had started pouring in from
some of her fellow reporters yesterday afternoon once it leaked

e}

2dzi G2 GKS NBald 27 (ythgalgN&had
I NE¥QuRve interyiqivNg @afkapishgrseligrrding ke events of
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Well,what did they expedt F G SNJ 6 KS g+ & (#S@Q

perY I y Q T 2 Noisasgkgdieksdlf as she set about brhisg
her teeth. The hate mailhad pretty much boiled down into one
very illustrative complaintthe claim that Superman was playing
o5 S 5 faygges @nd gising therbecause they had been supporting him




since his debut instead of bashing him like every other member of
the media had done.
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that the dory had broken the other way they were stuck on the
outside looking in and were griping about it. This was especially
funny given thatvhat they were really griping about was that she
and Clark had been cosgnt and that consistency had apparen

ly paidoff. The vast majority of the media was @& crow this
morning over their speculations that Superman was really & vig
lante/alien conqueror and Lois thought it served them righa-b
cause the headline of the Daily Planet this morning just about said
it all.

Wl 9whHQ (KS adlaiedatioZe®d stuhniigpic-S NE&
ture takenby Jimmy Olsen durinipe final battle with Brainiaca
62YLYy FyR @2dzyad OKAfR KdzZRRf SR
interposed himself between them and the massive blast ofrgne

L2 dzNA Yy 3 FNRY Aftsidydstériadyodipihe tridyl dg- R & @
rangedcould honestly doubt thaBuperma® ¢ a | KSNEP

More accurately Clark was the hero, which was another thing she
loved. She was one of a select few people who knew the truth;
that ‘8upemanQvas nothing more than a costume Clark Kent put
on so he could use his powels help peoplewithout drawing &-
tention to his real lifeto hisfriends and family.

a® 02&TNRSY R Qs thbughl akzlske NEpFeéRd the
urge to bounce up alown with glee at the thought.

Best of alabout the whole articlh y [ 2A 4 Q YAYR
been given a second chande do it right; which was not soer
thing that hgpened often in any aspect of life. The first tirstee
and Clark had witen an it SNIDA S ¢ mrhk ¥R W dzZK$
'y SEGNBYSte& NHZEKSR | FFI ANE-F YR
ONBG YR GKSANI LISNER2YFf FSStA
greatest thing since sliced breadsulted in the questions being
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pretty much softballs.

In the months sincehen Lois had rewritten that story a hundred
times over in her head, so when the opportuniggtually pre-
sented itself to do another interview withqut drawing suspicion to

o AUtk NJKSE WNB A s BEFS (UK S| bt O ks ¥V &
was hdfway done in her head before she and Clark even sat down
to discuss it.

First and foremoswasi KS NBodzidlt 2F (GKS
piece that had appeared the day after their first inteew. This

time they included virtually the entire story, the g and the
bad; leaving out only the time frame th&4{LJS NJ | d/b@en &nl
Earth and thatkatEl was just his Kryptoniamameas opposed to

his real name Yes, K&kl was an aliefrom the now destroyed
world of Kryptonand yes Brainaiccame from Kryptoras well His
father, JorEl, had sent Brainiaand KalElto Earth in order to
conquer it. KaEl had arrived first, but after_liying among the _
LIBE2ILIISH & W {gdzINgi MY TrysQ NSl ST (1S59R8 T i
thwartit. W{ 2y a 2F0Sy NBDHKS taliEmvidw a {
had quoted KaEl as saying; a sentiment that Lois hoped even Lex
whose conflict with his fathetionelhad shaped his rdire life,
could relate toand hopefully take to heart

y

Despite the pain her ekoyfriend had put her throughecently
Lexhad beena true friend during those first tumultuous years
back in Metroplis. ¢ KI & FTNASYRaKALI ¢l a
been willing to forgive his brutal breakup with her; though agdmi
GSRfe& akKS glayQid Ay | ye KazNNE
Lex was serious about wanting forgggSaa Fa | FNRS
to be the one to prove it. More than anythingpained Lois that

ij Leex geuld pg faends with lark and herself and petSuperman
as such a grave threat. Hopefully the last few daysld/telp him
to see the light.
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S0 giddy was that iabouttwo hours, after putting in a perfund-
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ry appearance at worlsheand Clarkwould be going on their first
kindasorta unofficiakK date. She bught the urge to bounce up
and down again, but only just barely.

More specifically, iey were going to get aetter to look at the
Fortress that had been bequeathed to him by Brainiac.

The Fortressexisted in a whole separate universe; inside a ¢ess
ract to be exact. If yolnad a doctorate in quantum mechanics
82dzQR 1y2¢ GKFG F GSaasSN) oG- ¢!
in a finite area; in this case an apparently two dimensional plane
just inside the roof access door of theib& t f F ySiédo L
NEFR YR gFGOKSR Fa YdzOK a0OASYy
it worked pretty much lik&s 2 O (i 2 NTARINGt @ads bgger on

the inside than it was on the outside.

A LOT biggeBig enough to more than warrant the mental capit
lization she gave tdahe Fortress{ KS QR 3 2 (labSafitsl 0
flre2dzi 6KSYy &aKSQR 0SS Sayidthe fadt afy 4 |
the matter wasthat the Fortress wag Qi 2 dza (0 beydnd X
eventhe wordcolossal Shewas thikh y 3 (G KIF § &aKSQR
a new word just to describe how big it wakhe entry hall alone

was big enough tdold a football stadium anche miles-high ob-
servation dek where they had watched the unfolding batthe-
tween Bray Al OQ& 9 NI RAOI (i hadQd yRD K ¢
a quarter of the way up the main towdt was a place so vast that
the elevators, if the place had conventionagwtors, would need
four digts and the floorspaceof a single levetould be measured
using square miles.

It was, she had been told by Kelex, a perfect reproidunctof

/ £ I Nde&teal hdbme; a massive arcology that had once been
home to one of the three great ruling houses of Ko the
House of ElTens of nilions had lived there once. Now all that
was left was a shadow; an gny shellfilled with ghosts ,wonders,
and possibly horrors, beyond catimng.

And Clark was the only one with the key. The portal into that Fo
tress opend only for KryptoniansUnless Clark was holding the
portal open himselfyou were just pounding your fist against a
concrete walltrying to get in For all the jokes made when they
were kids abouthe loft in hisbarnbS Ay 3 KA & WC2 NI N
this place could really be such a place. If Clark went in on his own,
there would be no one else who could go in after orbring him

out.
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when he went back into the Fortres®kay, that and her insia-

T e BdeRsityeiédibithings bizarre. The simple fact of the matter
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and tangible link to whereClarkhad come from andhe had so
many questions about that alien worl@vithout someoneto bring
him back down to earth she woed, probably totally irrationally

N S;Ee was willing to admit, that he might get himself lost in that

s K SHENWAD N3 AvaAr O
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,Qlcljsﬁy though it was just a chance to spend some time witrkC
KI 3% a Hla?ee hér& reffriér of them had twear masksa place
where ClarkRA Ry Qi K Who Be wafind ghg ¢d3d act just
a little bit more like the girl he used to knowhere was just
__something about having your identityolated by a godike alien
b0 3 MBtifiPial i!ntém‘éé“‘nce that made yoappreciate just being yourself
a little more.

Loiswas rummaging through her refrigerator and only beldyed
reYSYOSNAY3I GKIFIG GKSNB kibRinai
two days ago eitherunless she wanted to risk something that
looked like it might ke growing bluish furwhen her doorbell
buzzed.She looked up at the time on her radi@:27 A.M., and
wondered who could possibly beytng to visit her at this hour.

C

The thought that it might be Clark coming by early to surprise her
buoyed her steps ae went to the door and peaked through the

peephole at who might lie beyond. She sagged slightly as she saw



that it was not Clark visible through the figlye lens. It was a girl.
{KS t221SR G2 0S GSys YlIeéoS v
enough timearound kids recently to really be able to guess with
any degree of aagacy. Still, the girl looked vaguely familiar to
Lois; she was dressed aamouflage pantsand a leather jacket
that looked about two sizes too big for hand her blonde hair
waspulled back into a short ponytail.

She tried to remember where she might have met a girl that age
before. She knew one of the families in the building had a Haug

GSNJ Ay GKS DANI {O2dzia oSOl dza §
Mints off her a few years ago, bshe was pretty sure¢hat girl

had been a brunettelf & KS RARY QU  [she@@s A Y|
LINSGGe 322R Fad aySkHFiAy3a Ayidz
though

Whatever the reasorwas for her beingat her door the girl
seemed to be quite nervous; sheas fidgeting from one foot to
the other and lo&ing back and forth along the hallway of the
apartmentbuildingl & & KS LlJzyOKSR [2A4Q R
GKFGZ oKFGSOSNI 0KS 3 A Nbis ualocked S R
her door and opened it.

G! NBdze[ 2A4 [FYySKé GKS IANI | aji g
G!' YZ @SIKX¢ [2Aa NBLXASR® hil &
at random.
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Despite her recent thoughtabout just being yourselfLois found
herself completely throwrby the questionthough for reasons far
more practical than philosophical While her former identity
gl ayQi SElFOGRRRYIQHI) EBIOABMGE RIGf
knowledge categor$s A (| KSNJP & 2 K 2 Lois geinéndedl.2 dz
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Lois just nodded. There was no point in really denying it, but now
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girl would have been in prechool at best at that time.
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GAnd your fatherwa® I 6 NA St ad { dzZ t A I yK§E
needed to get whatever it was out as quickly as possible lest she
lose her nerve.

Lois felt a tinge of loss at the sound of llead¥ I § KSNRA& Yy I

2ZF ¢
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been waiting a lifetime to be able to say them.
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CHAPTER TWO:
QUESTIONS

It took a moment for conscious thought to return t@i) Y A y R
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suspciouslyas she recovered
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That name seemed vaguely familiar to Lois ahe struggled to
remember where she might have heard it. Yet, distracting her
from that train of thoughtwas that she had also caught the tense
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to keep the emotion from her voice with a sucpusly familiar
roll of her eyes.

GLQY A2NNEZ¢ [2Aa NBLXASRD 4l 2
6SE Y2yiKazé [dz0e | yasSNBROD

[2A& O2dxZ R SYLI GKAT S® {KS NBYS§Y
AAE Y2YyGK&a | F3GSNI K SheIstofyl Liidy SvakD &

weaving was true, she was doing a lot better job with heroem
tions than she had.
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about you¢ Her father not telling her about something thahi
portant didnQ & & 2 daylike hiin.{Furthet, wlike ElleLane
Sullivan the woman who was nominally her mothegabe Sull

van was not the type of man to walk out on his commitments and

another child would certainly be such a commitment.

2dzai (0K2dAK(I aKS KIFIR®
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finish; the eye roll said it all.
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quite believe it, butshetook a stepback and tahe side allowing
the girl to enterthrough her door
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Ply myX&od Lois exclaimed to herself as she finally placed the
name. Julie Monroelt had been just beforder dad had taken
the job in Smallville at the LuthorCorp pIariK SQR 02YS

Vo 8 Aeﬁ\%{ Igom A zg-blayv I?_dg and |ghto§ I’éer fatr}\erg
& & faving se Ion some |ng cowor enamed Juli
onroe. could sti II feel the &wardness b that day as the

image was dredged up in her mind. Her father had of course e
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totally clueless fashion that only a single father coulchage; but
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refrigeratoragain
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main room off 2 Aparfnent.
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Lois felt a wave of setfonsciousness sweep over her as she took
a godl look aroundherselfat the stray pizza and fast food boxes,
the piles of old books and papers, and the empty coffee mugs si
ting here and there. Yemost glaring given all the debris on the
floor and furniture was the conplete absence of any decoration
on the walls; no pictures or photos or other decorations; no real
sign that anyone really lived here, because the truth was that she
RARY QU NBlIffe fAOS KSNB®
just where she slept.
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suspicion.
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That last part was probably the wrong thing to days ralized as
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Lois looked awayHer only living relative was her uncle, General

1 K ¢ San2dnd who Adll fsk tvetily2 agd @iiie bKcR iNth helgger 2 F
T 2 NatsevérLyodap shsedc that wds inGsiid hér vidkigr dahd went

to the metal dog tags she wore around her neck; a gift from Sam
that had once blonged to her father.
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inertia trying to rebuild a relatieship between niece and uncle
was going to take more than jugaguepromises.
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Lois dimly rememberethe visits from the Department of Family

kB 2\ (y'Satriges after tey Rother had fled with the police on her heels
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checking to make sure thdier fatherwas capable of taking care
of his_daughter withouher mother around.More than anything
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for the first few yearsand made derogtory commerns about her
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ing | couldhave gone and lived withim, butthen he told methat
he was dead tog

b2¢ Al ol & [ 2A 8 kiewaNal Ludyhad never |
known her father, so his death was just an abstract to her,ibut
still hurt to have sch a @inful memory disassed so casually.

0As far as the case worker was concerned that was thad. QIR |
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The girl sounded desperate. &2 dzy RSR f A1 S &aKS(
whole life into the notion that if she soemow found some piece

of real familythen KSNJ t ATS g2dzZ R &dzRRSY

would be like having her mother back somehow. Lois could relate;
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her life would somehow go back to what it had been like before.
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that Lois was in any way equipped to takeand raise an eleven

K dzNJaPold girl she was going to be figuring that lesson out far he
self very soon.
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take the girl in, but the least she could do was listen.
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have been more than willing to put her updefinitely Lois had

g1 yiSRX X¥e8 @R Plice; somewhere she could escape
to and be alone. She had also needed to be able tdhgetG.E.D.

and a job; both of which were difficult to accomplish while you
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small savings andis life insurance policy which had made all the
difference inbeing able to afforcclasses aBmallville Community

College.

A started spending a lot of time on the internet trying to find
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mumbled to herself.
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Greg and Lisa, my latest foster parentsébme spend as much
time as | could at thelldrary. Finally | found a nice lady working
there, Caroline Mueller, who told me that to get a deatrtdi-
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It was justbefore eight in the morning as Clark Kent walked up
Brighten Drive; a pristine street that was part of a pristine subdiv
sion in the sburbs of Metropolis5 SA LA GS t SNNE Qa
Lois and Clark the day off, but because the news never waited and
the traffic situation had left him sho#tanded, Perry had called
Clarkat his apartmentbarely two minutes ago about the police
and coronerbeing called to 11347 Brighten Drive and if vaild

go check it outPerryhaR G NA SR OF f f Ay 3
Y2 FYagSN®» /£ NJ
f SSL) FFGSN) G2 RIrea 2F yz2i
record four hours of sleep to recover after that pattlar adeal.
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Clark could have stopped by and checked he supposed; it would
have taken all of two seconds. But if Lois really was getting a good
YAIKGQE &4t SSLI F2N 2y 0S Ay &SNJ
cially for sonething so routine. His supd¢ ST NAy 3 OSNI |
picked up one of her nightmare induced screamsich Clark
took to be a good sign. Besides he was meetingatehe Daily
Planet inless thaman hour and heouldwait to see her until then
if he used every ounce of his willpew Canpared to the seeming
fAFSGAYS KSQR gdnhorSvRsnatting 6 S 4 A U

His father had once warnedirh that it was impossible tstay
bestF NASYRa gAUK | g2YFyod |
gl a ONYX¥T &T I FGSNI
though he had shared the secret of his powers with Pete Ross it
KFR 0SSy [2A4 gA0K 6K2Y KSQR
about the things that really mattered. Even before Patal Lana
Lang had drifted out of his lifae had grevn steadily closer to
Lois, bound by their shared goals of anering the truth and se-

ing that Lionel Luthor faced justice for his crimkeis was, wh-

out doubt, his best friend.

i K

Yet now that he was older Clark understood the nuances of his
Tl 0 KS NDiawag redtly impossible ttay just best friends
with a woman because &ndship was such a big part alve. It
was the glue that held a lasting relationship together between the
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peaks and valleys of passion and it was such a small step from
close fiendship to romantic feelings.
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had been moments when it seemed like his friendship with Lois
could have become something more. Yiatall those times one or
0KS 2GKSNJ 2F ( K Bg¥t pl&dzriit togvbrk jyse (i
T AtReR- iMsstlygithad bger Bigyiau e wag &gre than willing to
3 g R admif Rissadgiepcgnt hajpggup on a dream named Lana Lang. But
SSLKAFOR 1 42 St ofizld ¢ f 2 i BiheidialeBvenked &
singleY2 YSYy i gKSyY be;eMrStléeﬂg‘ht pace arfd now
[ 2Aa 4| abesfiend®sheivins his yidfriend.

Girlfriend. Clark had to admit that he liked being able pplg the
¢ A Ford fodoisg Yetat the same HTe it fplowhaliyinadeyRis & o § 1
Ayt seribedi;. KRS;[ A2 Yy oKlEDand méstSntimate Ariend
for almost half his lifeHe found hinself thinking back to the word
Brainiac had used and aciafound one thing he agreed with
that alien intelligence on.

Yj NJ(D LP/KzasyQ Ad K24, 8BS &BIQRN
K I RARY QU ®h&daviere nundces ORe@r@ity] A
and |nf|n|ty, as if acrossvery possibility they hadalwaysbeen
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still reme how
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short months ago He had carrled the knowledge of what that r
velation had done to his friendship with Pete for years and he had
come to bdieve that he was always going to be alone to a certain
extent; unable to share who he riywas with anyone. Pete had
YSOSNI ljdzAdS 0SSy FofS G2 aSS$S K
and, thoughhe could withstand many thingsClarkcould not bear

the thought that Lois might look at him that way too. He should
have known better.
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Maybe it wasthat they wereboth olderthl y ¢ K S ¥vedte8 QR
his secrettoPet@ NJ Y| @86S Al ¢l & 2dzald az
character, but even when she stumbled ontashpowers she had
never stopped seing him asjust Clark KentThat acceptance of

him had made all the difference these last few months; it gave
him a strength that his powers alone could not begin to equal,
Lois wasvhat made him Supenan.

Superman. It waian idea so crazy that only Lois could have come
up with it. The idea that a brilliant costum@n one handand a
pair of glassesoupled with a mild manneon the othercould d-

low him to hide in plain sight was ridicws on its facgbut so far

it seemal to be woking. Again he should have known better. As a
trained observer and invgigator Lois knew how people looked at
the world and how most saw only what they wanted to see.

Indeed, the simplest of disguises seemed to work the best; as Lois
had demongrated by hiding behind the simplestsdiuise of all; a
name and a career wherthat namewas far more recognizable
than her face. Clark knew all abotle blacklisting efforts by var

ous old cronie®f Lionel Luthothat made it all but impossible for
Chbe Sullivan to find work anywhere in the field of journalism
but gven the fame now askiated with the name Lois Larie
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they were told the truth about just who their star reporteeally

was.
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ten from his fellow reporters upon learning that he and Lois had
scored their secondExclusive intervie®with Superman A lot of

0fdzai SN FyR 2dziN} 3S | 62 ddling®2Y§
change.

LG ¢ agugeimaghadih&d a lot of choicen the matterei-

therd ¢ K2dzZZK KSQR 320G0GSy o6SGGSNJI
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frequency ofhis xray vision down into thevisible range so he

NJ could make his eyedsiblyglow; he still preferred to rely on sim

Y S lyknat gtigking afaiindRoygZenolyh i Be s¢ed ik a dll possilde. R
gardless, as figment of the magination it was up to his creators
to speak for himand that was Lis and himselfStill, all the bluster
and outrage preceded by the months of distrust and at times ou
right condemnatiorby the pressnade Supeman caning tothem
for a second timeseemLJ | dzaA6f S G KA OK
ahead and written the story.
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It was rather ironic really. When he and Lois had first come up
GAOGK GKS ARSI 2F { dzLISNXI Yy sidKS:?
GFryOS GKSYasSt@gSa FTNRBY GKSAN O
suspect that Superman was just Clark in a costuitnbad been
incrediblyfrustrating to have to $iten to all the attack from their
fellow journalists with no real way to respond. Notwose same
journalistshad pretty much guaranteed that no one would think
twice about why 8perman wouldonly trustLois and Clariwhen

it cameto making statement the future.

Not that Clark was planning on making a habit ofTie whole
point of Superman was to protect his family and friends from
those looking to exploit his powemsr exact evenge for having
thwarted their plans If peoplethought that he or Lois could just
t cllluy” Supefndan an 2he pliane anivert they nééBiet hiriithath T
would pretty much defeat the whole purpose of the disguiBer
that reason alone, Superman was going to holdt@rihe myst-
ue his silence had garnered as mwashpossible and he and Lois

rey&nY be getting théfr 2toritsire Q1§ rAshidnad WgyS I@é:ﬁ) 3

their eyes and ears open and ask lots of questions.
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the other side of thestory. It was proba® KA a LJ NBy G a
g1 & (i Kwhys @riRouraged him to protect his secrets to the
%omt that the most Lois had been able to et qut of hdt:mn
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end of probing questions, butian effort to keep the sty pro-



fessional and keep it from feeling too much like they wgrst
making it up as opposed taeporting the newsKk SQR I O dzl
down with Lois and let her interviehim, as Superman, for real.

Afterl ya g SNAY 3 (G KS | dzS & (thed iitérvieNd A &
had gone on to talk about the reaseKatElhad been sent on his
mission of conquest; how KBl was the last of his people and,
with Brainiac @stroyed, thethreat that his people posed to Earth
was hopefully over.
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The fact of the matter was that he just gidQ & | Y Bidc wAsT
FAYlLEte OGKS 1 ad Re aigvad tidAlathat 2 F
JorElhad sent with his shimad been before, or whether it was
just another inthe seemigly endlesdine of evils emanating from
that deadworld.

Bvil is annteresting choice of words.des that mean you think of
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Clark had considered that one carefully before answeliagve it
to Lois to hit him with that one.

asked and she knew his answer to the last question wouddte
f f &thedpeérféct lead fothat nextone.
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negatives.For every evil visited upon Earth by Brainiac there were
a thousand acts of awage and sacrifice and goodness by the
people of thiscityL YA 3IKG KIF @S Ylye =BATFI
me a hero. Not to sound like a lgic service announcement, but
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Speaking ofietting back to work.

As he punded the corner Clark could now see the yellow police
tape which surrounded the otherwise unremarkable home that
the police had been called tdhere was already a small crowd of
neighbors stading at the edge of the tape; bystanders always
seemed to bedrawn to the possibility of anything morbid. Techn
cally he was a bystander too, as were the occupants oKBBS
news vanhe spotted around the cornearound the corner. The
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was prepared to do in their narXel find it very hard to see the esti JS
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WLA GKFG 6KB8 @ Poighddaskeiel Kid 88220dz ﬁuzN@QW@? it came to the formeClark had some definite adutages

help people? Are you trying to make up for what your people have
R2YySKQ

Clark smiled at the memory. Leave it to Loigksoalways have a
point to makewhen asking the hard questions. She knew him so
wellthat A KSQR LINRP Ol 6f SNRY DAY 2 KEa

™

a

over his fellow reportersWhile everyone else was stuck waiting
and watching the front of an otherwise unremarkable house,

[ £F Ny O2dzZ R KI @S ision seetnédito flickéraas R S
his x-ray vision kicked iand the world suddenly looked like a very
different place With nothingin the sky for the energy beingret-

K ¢ & Bed bg pisseyeso reflect off of the bright morning sky became as

black as pitch to himAt the same time the building became



ghostly and nearly transparent as theavelengthhis eyes were
emitting penetrated the wood like it was barely there. Whadliil

not penetrate so easily was metal and bone. So along with the
many copper pipes and electrical lines running through the house
Clark could also see clusters of seemingly florescent skeletons
standing around inside and twaetsthat were clearly not goig to

be moving of their own vdion ever again.

With a soundike a rushing wind £ I NJ Qa
on the house and the sounds withifio Clark it felt ag his ears
were actually moving rapidly over the distance between himself
andwhereKS gl a GNRBAYy3a (G2 tAal0Syo
the mark. When he dcused on a distant point thgravity field
which gave him many of his powers somehosached out and
conducted the sounds vibrations from that distant point to his
ears ratheilike a tin can and string tghhone could. He suspected
there was a big subconscious element to it as well; that was the
only explanation he had for why his hearing seemed to pick up on
Lois anddesperateO | £ f &
focusing on anything in particular. Regardless of how his hearing
worked it was ctrently answering a lot of the questions higay
vision had given him.

&What do you think, Dard? / £ I NJ KSIF NR (KS op
gie Sawyer askt took only a moment folClark to assciate her
voice with the movements of the slightly shorter skeleton skan

ing amidst a few othersShe was looking down at the two victims
sprawled on the floorThe bigskeletonwho shrugged in reply had

to be Detective Dan Tpin, one of thebest investigators in the
Metropolis PD. His voice an instant later confirmed it.
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from another of the skeletons adde@lark almost thought he saw
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the Toyman leaves us another presént, a F 33 A S | nf-y 2 dz
ly. She reaokd over and picked up a framed picture of some sort.
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N glight siart,the dark andfocusedworld of his xray vision ad su-
per hearing collapsed into the bright awith-filled world the nor-
mal peoplearound him wereexperierting.
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fellow reportersjust because you scored a big bréak ¢ K-S R

dedly masaline voce added as Clark spun arourid?2 St £ = {
eSAaiSNRIe&Qa ySga y2od¢
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feminine voice.
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noring her fellow KGBSreporter Jack RiderCatherine Grant was
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junior reporters for GBS News, owing as much to her competent
AO ortdyhl of'thle hdivd o 16 heﬁ§tﬁsque beauty.
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slightly at the disgruntled look this gave Rider.

JackRider was dall man in hisearly-fifties with that meticulously
groomed and slightly graying hahmat seemed to befavored by
seniorreporters everywhere.He was currently top of the heap at
RGES &0 theAMBtEopolis Anézijéikidsih general After a quarter
centuryon the job he was one of the most w&ihown figuresin
Metrgpolis;though amonchis fellows inthe media he was known

y @ Z hdreStor K& éfrég‘ér%e and string of failed marriages than the

_ hard- hlt'[l[](_?\llntel’VIeWS ad investigationshe general public knew
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And he was clearly irritated about tHfeéupermaninterview, Clark
noted. He was probably wondering why Superman had rove
looked i K Ring @f the Metropolis Nev@n favor of a couple of
print reporters. Lois would be thrilled.
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away from Rider
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know exactly how to discuss Lois with Cat.S @éhe onthree
dates withCatwhile trying to get over his feelings for Ldiack
when she had been dating Lex Lutlaod though heand Cat hd
agreed to be friends, bringing up your new girlfrieAdiarawith
someone 2dz 2y OS RIFIGSR RARYQUO &aSSYy

Gl SOGAOCD ¢KIFGQa X RATTSNSIHI X
calyptic is how most people would describe a rain of fire and an
invasion of supepowered robots.So what are you doing out here
Fyegl e Keg

G t S ealed about the police and a coroner being called out here
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[ G & A Daréniydsomiednéustairs pointed out that he
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top reporterin the citymight be slipping { KS 3+ @S KA
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Anyway, [thf | KXR¥EIfZ2NJ I o0A3I &dG2NE
0KF {0 KS ®agQiried télling himikitt this is a totally w

tine murder; probably some hoes A TS TFTAYRAY3A 20
OKSFGSR 2y T odzi L téddnybeit logidaliay |
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pointed out.
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name Captain Sawyer had used; the Toyman. This was definitely
not a‘tbutinenurder. He needed to find out more.
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NE > épered and port&EnS & gair of paramedics leading a {bady
_laden gurney emerged. He could feel the silent gasp of the crowd
0378 seébKdDH&k df pitdmBdichland the second Hmzdyemerged
after them; marking it as more than a simp#®mestic distu-
bance gone badl 2 YYdzyAGASa tA1S . pAIK
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K8 2r8wa Yoltakdd dhe ﬁbl?ce N B e approached he could hear
. the gaggle of his_fellow reporters firing questions at Captain
20 SEe 8nd BefeQive Turpin as they emerged from the house as
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comments on this matter at this time. | will give you a statement
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shouing questions at Sawyer. Clark reluctantly joined them with
one of his own.
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Sawyer turned and regarded him from a distance as if evaluating

her gptions before walking over towards him and the police line.
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Clark leaned forward and quietbaid a single word.
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Clark saw Sawyer clench her teeth as she bit back a curskeand
1YSé KS QShe ified thé\ysliewbtape and grabbed him by
the arm to pull him through, much to the consternation of hit fe
low reporters. Clark looked back for a moment and, seeing Cat
and Rider still in the pack, locked eyes with Rider and threw him a
jaunty salute. Thexpression Rider returned was priceless.

Lois is definitelystarting to rubbing off on me Clark thought as

Sawyer led him up by the housh.{ F @ GKI O &l Ay Q
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opened his eyes to the world of journalism back in high school.
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the mental imageof Sawyertrying to bend over backwards hat
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heard with his supehearing and prepared to bluff his wagto
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specifics of thigetting outand the Mayolis applying every ounce
of political clout he can muster into keeping this quiet; the last
thing he wants is for his city to have the same reputation as G
tham £
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She glanced apprehensively over at a pair of dark suited individ
als canferring off to one side, but seemed to reach a condaosh
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off the record until we catch this guynR S NB (1 2 2 RK ¢
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the unspoken relatlonshlp he and L0|s had managed to cultivate
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John Corbin and several other less high profile cases. In short,
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cent escalation of a very sickdal  NR ¢ K2Qa 02YS
the Toyman. The worst is coming in a few dhygs
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the reason we call him th&oyman Mr. Kent Lke | said, killing

the coupleis a recent addition. His primary targedre children.

At first children would simplygonssy 3 | YR gSQR TFA
days later, strangled and dumped, but always with a toy next to
the body. Our Fedsver therethink that shows signs of a oce
A0ASYOS |YyR 3daAat sz odzi lyezyS
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bulance where the bodies of the two victims lay.
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now, Mr. Kent.You did not hear me say this but, V|g|Iante or not,
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Clark rgplied as he recalled his earlier musings about peopyety
t I fgyget f hold f Ruperman through Lois and himself. His comment
just now was truthful in its own way but it also served to di

al

Y€ a ashade CaptailSawyer frotrying to regularly contactuperman

{88 SNJ RSI RLJ yy Siiydervees talkingl (DR (BQIANS 2 dddraugh him

our good agents have a theory about the deeply disturbeg ps
chological prdolems that drive this individual, but my deep ayal
d&A & Aa (K-blabdeKrSofisier who d@sefvd® a bullet in
the brain. Regardlessthe child who should be in that home is
YAdaAy3d FyR 3IABSY GKS
days before dittle boy named Bobbie Granger nsurdered and
dumpedé
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he knew the statistics as well as anyone.
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all of this. None of his victims have shown any signs of“ nmeplest
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Sawyeragainlookedover at the two FBI agentsefore continuing
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with arsenab bigger than some small countries. Do yoeally
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was definiely a job for Superman
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CHAPTER THREE:
TONGUES

@ Sttx Sttt gSttad LG f227a €A]
John Henry Irongemarked, mostly to himself, as he poured over
the results of the latest round of performance trialBractically

the entire city had the dgaoff today, more due to théransporta-

tion snarl the evacuation had caused with the roads than any real
damage done by Brainiac itself, but not Dr. Irons. Not when you
GSNBE [ SE/ 2N1LJQ&a ydzYoSN) 2yS aOh
each day by heliquer.

GEYSOKAY3I AYyiSNBadAy3aIs 52002NK
tone of curiosity as he walked down onto the main floor of Dr.
LNRY JCBEf IROARY Qi KI @S (12 62 NNE
work was his life, he made his home in the virtual mansiat th
existed atop the LexCorp Building.

G ¢ KS -franfeReproductionwas able to maintain balancen
anuneveninclineF 2 NJ Hn®doc aSO2yRa f2y3S
Irons emarked, not looking up from the screen where various
graphs and charts were digpled.Just beyond him; in the center

of the room an object that looked rather likepair of mechanical

pants lay in a jumble onthe flooi. L QY RSFTFAYyAGSTE &
in configuring the gyr@02 LIA O adaeéaidSyao ! y2i{iK
onthe autsideand. G KAYy]1 AGQff 0SS NBI R@

Of course the reathallengeis going to be slaving the gyroscopics
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The possibilities foadvanced prosthetics presented by the Meta
lo unit are tremendous. How much would you pay for a fullyckun
GA2Y I f LINPAGKSGAO AF @2dz fmadX
ple? A prosthetic that moved in aacance with your every

thought just like the oId ne“and could even transmit the sense of
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structure is virtually impervious to conventional cutting tools.
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still some pretty formidble stuff We can barely scratchmuch
less cut through the material, but | wasdlly able to open the
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pieces on one of the lab tables.
se was Ise re. Dr. Irons had detected signs of
28 NJ RF y?}'.s% leta#rclvlskull and so, rather than risk the
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ten that head offbefore now
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project. One | believe will be far more profitable in the long run.
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asked.
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based on past experience most forms of directed energy dsvice
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ic screwdriver on them. It might shatter any number of camp
nents and thereby render the ability tosdern exactly how ta
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Doctor. | think we can risk enof them in an exploratory exercise.
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With that Lex Luthor turned anevalked awayleaving a rather
shocked looking Dr. Irons in his wake.
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filled with students; either on a field trip from grade school or
graduate stidentsthat hadcome to listen and observe one of Dr.
L N2 y & Qctuves ghéanyth@nber of scientific discoverids-
day, however, it held a very diffent guest.

Gl SQa & dnprésénfay Balikéing femarked as Lex joined
her in observation roomShe was standing near the back with the
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lights off; in the shadows where she seemed strangely at home.

She had watched the whole exchange between Dr. Irons and hi
self; silently observingn the manner that had become her gu
tom.
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as he did so, but she did not move away.
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space mvaded; but she would not give him the victory,wever

0 sodall/ & letBng kirdet tashieryLéna GnflersR@d titak@s odesoS |
his power games; a way of trying to assedirdnance over her;
but she would have none of it. No one else knew Lex Luthor the
way she did.
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finished for her.
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months now thatit was no longer alone in the vast blackness of
space but the past two days had baea potent reminder thathe
blackness hadasvage teeth.Though @en Lex could not deny that
KalEl, the seOl £ £ SR W{ dzZLISNXI y>Q KI R
stopping the Brainiac entityunlike others, he was not content to
let that showboating alieribe their sole line of defensd.ex Luthor
would not allow himself or those he cared abdotbe subject to

the whims of such a capricious beingirkinity needed to be able

to stand on its own against the things that went bump in the night
and Lex lived for thelay when he would finally be able to look
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The fact of the matter was thiaLex knew he was exploiting Dr.
Ironoyalty by even making the request. Dr. John Henry Irons
RARY QG tA1S 3Jdzyao ¢ K ahehddsisterd St
had been gunned down in a driay shooting. His responsiibié¢s

to his grandmother and otpaned niece were his incentive to not
enter the endless cycle ofalence that the gangs involved in the
diveo 8 NBLINBaSYiGSR® LyaidSl RbeKSQ
coming an inventor of possibilitiesf a world where things like
weapons were not neede

¢tKS ¢SILlR2ya O2yOSItSR Ay aSilf
him; instruments useful for death and nothing more. Yet, still Lex
had asked him to study them, heipake more ofthem. Because
there was no one else who could.

G1 S XR&SEA Y Qi 6 [KAGE okl 2y2RRa THieyed b$ E
way of an explanation.

GLOG 61 aKSa 2FFz¢ [yl NBYIN]SR
a, 2dz 1y2é slkuasijusioneYoShe yiobds that he and
[ LYyl &aKFENBRX (GKS AYySELX AOFofS

another human life. Irboth their cass it had been selflefense
Butregardless of the justifications; the excuses; it changed you.
GL R2Egliedp Igligd a KS&a 2FF ¢

Not for the first time in her presence Lex felt a shiver run down his
spine and subconsciously took a step b&ckn the young wan-

an. Lana grinned coldlyThis round of their little game went to
her.

G2 S vyitisSaRapon, Lex,shed | A\Rebneed an equalizer.
Sonething that can slay the monsterthat are stalking humanity.
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happy. It had all started so well, too. The boy had been excited
FYR GNASR 2dzi ff YFIYYySN 2F KA
drifi@c@off # klgep all Beieries Nijiin th€ world. Then the maor-
ing had come and the boy had quicklgcbme bored with his new
toys and upset that he could not show off his new toys to his
friends. He was even morepset to learn that he could not leave
L Jdiei worhdérful hddse of to@syaSd\tEiheSTaymah Yiadl 20 leave
him alone during the day. After all he had very imtpat matters
and many other children not as blessed as young Bobbie to attend
to.
tf20a Nya ¢SNB ty FylFdKSYl G2
Still, the child was unhappy and that made the Toyman maost u
happy. Something had to be done; he2 dzf Ry Qi a4 ONB ¢
fA1S KS KIR UKS 20KSNAT KSe&R 3
lution to the2 prdolem at hand.
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D Of course! It was so obvious that the Toyman almostHhadgout

loud. How could he not have seen it before? Children needed

playmates. . ~ . i R
K2ZNNEBNJ yR LR2gSN 2F KIFEGAy3d 0l 1SY

Another child; he needed another child. Risky to attempt so soon,
odzi AG KIR (2 0S R2yS® | § O2dz
could to make the children happy; happy as he had never been

¢tKS ¢28Yly ¢SylG R2gy KAa fAaild
many to choose fromBut his meticulous mind preferred to go
alphabetically sashe ticked off the names of his past failures to
his current project his mind went naturally to the first okhiu-
NEByaGdte F@FrAtFofS LINRaLISOGa
his mental collectionThe TgY 'y aYAf SR (2
one would do nicely.
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For all the fresh paint and new chairs, the Metropolep&tment
of Family Services officésoked and sounded and even smelled

pretty much as Lois remembered them from all those years ago.

Admittedly everything looked a lot shorter and smalteo, but
éKSAIYSAé VinI-AGA gl a edgéi'JA
GAYS aKSQR 0SSy Ay KSNBO®

The faces werealso different of course but the atmosphere of
stress and overwork still hung over the too small and too crowded
place ad oisled Lucy into the lobby, carefully stepping around the
wet floor sign positioned directly in front of the door as sitd

so. It was only eight in the mornindut there were already a few
clusters of adults and clilen waiting in chairsSome looked like
they may have been there since the night befasenot unreaso-
FofS LINRPaLISOO 3IAGSY
caused.One, a frazzled looking mother with a sam@ag infant
and a toddler who refused to stay in his chair, pretty much set the
mood perfectly.

Putting that out of her mind, Loisalked up to the front desk with
Lucy by her side. A heavyset womarher forties looked up from
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hercrosg 2 NR LJdZl T €t Sd a/ Ly L KSf LI
tone.
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LJ S I Lai$said as she gave a stern look down at Lucy who had
been maintaning a stony sile@S S@SNJ aAy OS tii KS

YSy i RSaLiars & cda? dot@t@lly Sseful information

out of her; such as her home address or even the last name of her

foster parents. With no othermtion Lois had to bring her here.
The desk clerk tapped®BS ¢ f Ay Sa Ayid2 KSNJ
be William ScotE ¢ &KS al AR F F3GdSNI |
office on the righfg she added pointing down one of the hallways.
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¢ KS& QR 2 dme halwdy vihénNBisRsaw a wiry manhis
thirties step out of the fifth office on the rightHe looked in their
direction as he did sand hs eyes seemed to flicker for aam
ment. Following im were aforty-something couple that, based
KrstieRringe 3 §ejave: at the sigHE of Bend I0iS gudskes cobild :
only be Greg and Lisa. The couple too looked down the hallway at
them as they approached.
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Greg rushed forward towards them. Lucy took a half stepkbas

she gproached, but Lisa just bent over slightly as she reached the
IANI YR 6N LIISR KSNI I N¥Ya | Ned
she exclaimed.
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somewhere. She was probably hoping that you cduédp find her
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KFELIISY F3FAyodé [ dzO@ NOhandtkodgd 2 d
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not going to be able to help you find yolypotheticalda A & (i S NJb ¢

[2A4a t221SR FNRBY [ dzOeé Qisa, $0SilRdIS N
with relief, and toWilliam Scottdown the hall with s concerned
expressionand back to the girl clutching at her hand with three,
now two fingers It was crazy; she barely had a handle on her own
life. Yetdeep down she knewhere was oty onething shecould

do.

G ! Ou,damhdrypotheticala A a 0 SNE¢ [ 2A4a al
It was as if the entire hallway had been frozen in time. Greg and
Lisa, andVilliam Scottjust stared at hefor what felt like a solid
minute while a look of relief seemed N2 g 2y [ dzOeé Qa
4 K 2 dzf R Mi. 6cotishidifigaiy.2 Y @
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An hour later Lois sat in one of thastic chairs in the lobby of
Family Services with a cotton swab pressed between her forearm
and bicep where the nurse had takensample of her bloodnd

did her best to ignore the other people waig around herJulie
a2yNRBS KIFIR ySOSNI yIFIYSR | Fla&K
rS3FNRf Saa 2F GKS LKe&aAaAoOlt aay
Services wanted more oorete proof of her relationship to Lucy
before they went any further.

D

The question wasF dzNJi KSNJ & 2 g I NR Mr. Scéttin( K
no uncertain terms that, now that she knew about her, she
gl yGSR (2 0S5 I .ButlthAtlwas3&F vajuelz3aoQ a
mean arything and that was because she kept coming back to the
same question again and again in her miaduld she really take
responsibility for an elevegear old girl?

N:

FhylR @ENJAFILIGR alyDNa @A 1S aKS gha A
af d2OeT™ [[ Bde Chaselior SrhaikiiandparogeR&an tp K
her apatment on her own spoke to a faiedree of independence

. .on her part possibly too muchBut she was still just a girl, not
I U Seveh b f@emagérget. DNB 3 F Yy R

Oh God Lois exclaimed to herself. In two years Lumuld be a
teenager.{ KS NBYSY0OSNBR K2 g thorfaasrf S a
had been during those years with her and he had been a grown
man withmore than a decade of parenting and several decades of
actual life experiencelzy RSNJ KA&a o6Std® t f dzas
GKS 2yS 6K2QR NI AaSR He&SimNbeaveny O ¢
was she a virtual strangersupposed to @force discipline on a
teenage girl when she was juathalf dozen yeargast being a

T Bdage herself?

b TTgﬁzgﬁ KSNE a @SQR yéﬁé NbterS Fort ad thes
Da K2L8a GKIG FTAYRAY 3 WKSNJI

thing just like it was before Lois knew that such a thing was i

possible and she would be the one having to deal with th&t fa

lout. Given all her own issueggarding the deth of her father

was she even remotely qualified to try and help this girl get back

to a namal life?

NJ gTHe, fhegiednitionsof Walifieginr a oadrglalive xsesyioy less 5 2
t | NKngentghan forya gomglagive, i that pist adg kaBs v & 2 A
side evenmore upset. After all, what il blood really matter

when it @me to rasing a child? Just look at Martha and Clark. He
gl ayQid S@Sy FNRBRY GKS alyYS LIy
{ KS®RS Yi 28 Rdz O 3thiig RtefXkian @ rodher land her son.
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f x bosontheothehand TSt G f A1 S aK$S f&dneey Qi
point in the same galaxfor what it would take to be a mother; it
had beentweRS O RSa & A y O $idoded By& ownS Sy
What she knewofgNBy Ay 3 G |ff akKS 1y
only reason s was even here was because of his final lesson in
what it meant to be a paent.




[2A4Q SéSa Y2AauSySR |4 GK$® (K
sitated for an instant at bringing this girl into his lifeo matter
how bad things had gotten towards the entl would be a saer
fice, but how could shaot do the same?

b2y 0f22R KIR @SNB tAGGES G2 R
ly. It was something far deeper. A connection that her heart told
KSNJ NBIF OKSR FI N oSe2yR tAFS Iy
to chalkup her ghostly experiencethe previous dayo her sib-
consciousLucy was a living breathing part of her father and she

O2dzZ Ry Qi (dzNYy KSNJ ol Ol 2y UKL

What bloodwould do in this case though was grease the wheels
of the bureaucracy, a rather gorgietaphor she knew, but an apt
one. If she was seriously considering going through with this then
she needed all the help she could geti 6 ay Qi S @Sy]
whether or not shevantedto bring Lucy into her lifebut wheth-
er sheevencould

o

Take ler job for example where long and erratic hours were the
norm and a part of what she craved. Being there for Lucy would
probably mean cutting back on bothe number of hours and her
ability to come in at the drop of a hats well. Could she everi-a

ford to take care of Lucy if she did that? Sure she was getting by
right now and even saving alift ST odzi Al &l ayQi
in money. What would adding a second mouth to feed do to her
budget?

l'YR AU ¢6layQi 2dad F22RP2¢ BSNB
two-bedroomapartment tooif she wanted any privacy

Oh God Lois silently exclaimed agaiRorget the hypothetical
apatmentX eKactualapartment was awreck 4 KSQR K| ¢
it spotless and soarfFamily Services would be turning her life-u
sidedown and inside out if she wanted custody of Lusgtually it
had already started. As per the fine print in the release she had
signedbefore the needle had been stuck into her arher blood

2 dz3 Wa$ going t&bNXh&cked foiSmate dhandirfstrRyDNA makch, @i8ch K
could have been done with just a mouth swab.

Atleastshe(RA Ry Qi ¢ 2 NNE thér& Dther thak 8a8-Q R
ine, which to her qualified as a food group, the sigest drug in
SREMI BESX$I gl &L NByAREYD r@agytadridk K § ©
YdzOKT & Kike toRoseRabrirdl antl even single glass of
R Bime (wksxenobigh Soygive: [Fer pétieNdarieSal bRzz. Ri&r Rirunkény
binge after Lex had dumped her had been the painful excepton
that rule andthat was a low point she was detained never to
repeat; so much sohtat she had actually poured what little akc
hol was left in her apartment down the drain the follmg dayX
admittedly more out of spite than an actual desire to become a
teetotaler.

o

I NoJittvasSheYes 8f her life that concerned her. It was one thing
to acknowledge who she really was to herself, but $lad be-
come Lois Lane for a reason and thesisonconflicted with brirg-
ing her past into the light of day. Her long hours at the Daigr Pl
net could well become a naissue if the connection between
Chloe 8llivan and Lois Lanee® YS (22 ¢Sttt (y2
a good way. Mr. Scatand by extasion the DFSvas nowat least
peripherallyaware of the connection.

t Alflwas fraskading arid Zompl@ely ovenfii®iming to tell the truth.

Honestly,LoisRA Ry Qi wSuiSsyie wlas/séill waiting around
the depressing DFS offices; the bleeding from the needle had to
¢ 2 dateRsto@pé&d by thi® poiitS NotkingawOwd2b2 tlecided today or

even tomarow anyway TKS Yy dzZNES @oK2QR G 1 ¢
said it would takeive to sixbusiness days to get the results back
_from the_laband they had her home, work, and cell phonemu
Uprs iaaﬁﬁhingelsecame up. Lucy had already gone home, very

NEf dzOGlFyidtezr éAdK (K SoiswagHangig a 2
aroundhere for herbenefit either.
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ploring the wonders of the Fortress had lost all its app&dle



watched with idle amusement as man walked out of the lobby
and almost fell as he hurried too quickly past the wet flagn
that was still in front of the lobby door.

GLQY &2 NA® thet voice KfSa mrSwith the familiap-
pearanceof life-longjanitors everywheresay as he sctied across
the floor to the man.

Robbyte G KS YIy OFftfSR 2dhélodksdat a
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fore | get backl have some things to check up én.

Yes, this place was just gushing over wifitb warm feelings Lois
thought in response. Actually it fit her mood perfecthbout the
only thing she really wanted to do at this moment was to see
Clark.Yet even there sheofind herself doubting. Clark knew she
had emotional bggage, but her time and her life had still been
her own. If she went through with this her liend her relatian-

AKAL) gAGK [/ fFN)y ¢62ddZd R KI @S (2
come first. Would Clark skibe on board for tha?

Loislooked glumly over at the entrance and blinked imgsise.

G[ 2AaKé [/ fFN)] OFttSR 2dzi a K$
f2008d G2KIFIG NP @2dz R2Ay 3 KSNI
L O2dzZ R Fal GUKS alyYS ljdzSaidaAzy

gavehim aslightly hesitantiug.

A QY F2ft26Ay 33 dzZL) 2lyvent by fobrlagaz £
mentfirst o dziT @ 2dz ¢ SNBY Qi(Q BetkahesB stait 2
and fll you inwhen we met up laterNow what are you doing

here

Lois found herself balkipat the questionL (i ¢ | 3&KOSI RIKR
want to tell Clarka KS O2 dzZf Ry Qi {1 SSLJ a2YS.
ever;it was just that she had no idea where to begin.

Gae fAFS KIFa 3I2yS AyalySzIéy-[ 2A
thing was going along gat and my only plans for life were to
meet you at the Planeto do the whol&X thing we had planned
when a girl named Lucy showed up on my door claiming to be my

£ A Jdsted well Aalistdr anywad ¥nd becdlise | was the only family

b sy

D

R & Z7e Nad lleft she wanted toome live with me and Clark, | have no

f ven.gping,ta-be able to do this beca asides
|e)llzg;|%vrec gn%g%\wéﬁvir% Ié)sup%dsecéizlf'o taféeﬁ%ﬁ 9>

a&n el
venyear old girl when | can barely keep my own life from going

A l-jl?z%mﬁ NgéK éﬁx YYYYLILILIK KH ¢

About halfway through her stresseaut run-ona 2t At 2 |j dzé
SeSa KIR 32yS 6ARST [2Aa O2dz
started looking wildly around the room and then clapgdad hand
solidly over her mouth with a nervous look on his face.

G[ 2 A a =l wiankté lzar Kll abouthisX & Hawdzto stop tak-
Ay3a y2e3s¢é [ EFN] G2fR KSNJAY |
R EIMPRMRMENY [ dzde s2df R KE @S 2
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with annoyancelL & ¢ Ay QG f A1 S diowhart herO G A
but she was in the middle of\enting her fustrationshere and it
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5 K ¢ Clarkagainlooked around nervouslgnd it was only then that Lois

-

noticed that a few of the people aiting there were staring at her
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Lois felt her own hand shoot up to cover her mouth as Clark led
her from the lobby.Fear coursed through her veins as Clark lead
her down the stairs and out the front doors of the building and



into the city street. A million questi@poured though her mind,
but she wagoo scared to utter a single one.

GhllLeR2y Qi GKAY] AGQa IyeluKAY
shouldget tothe Fortressjusttobe sur& ¢ KS (2t R KS
reassuring tone.

b2d 6S ItFN¥YSRK 2K2 g¢gla KS (AR

a completely alien language here and she could read the concern
hidden behind { | diflediBe calm gpression.

She shrugged asg uncertain and sliced one hand up into the air,
shoding him a questioning expression as she did so. Hopefully
KS QR rstmyiR S
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Jim Olsen got to work almosin hour late. 1 SQR KIF R {2
already overburdened city bus line because his car, like so many
others, was still sitting on the interstate. Between the gridlock
caused by thenitial rush to recover their cars and the fact that
YIye KIFEIR £STd GKSANI OF NE NXzyy
there were probably a hundred thousand or more automobiles
blocking the lanes of the interstates that weriheer out of gas, or
wrecked, or llocked in by a car that waBEMA had leeady set up

a number of locations where people could put in their information
to retrieve their cars and shuttles that would be departing
throughout the day as, mile by mile, they worked their way
through the messHe was expecting a call giving him the time,
hopefully later bR @ X o6dzi Yl &@06S (2Y2NNRS
where his car had been left would be defiag.

Odds are it would be the better part of a week before things were

city had goten this far so soon and with a minimum of violence.
He guessed that surviving an alien conqueror and coming within a

K ANDAE 0 NBar &nihKatiog &l inyftez span of twenty
H U fBur Rors did fa fofNd kedp oidn@ At tninimhid@eopl were
NJAYeRKAaXEg@flUaz NBEASOSR (2 0S5 |If
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Superman was truly the hero of the day and at the moment Jim
was baging in refletced glory. Perry had authorized the sale of his
stunning picture of Superman and Brainiac to other media drgan
zations across the world and, as outlined in his contract, he would
be getting a share of those proceeds as a nice bonus. Even more
important than the cash Perry had let slip that TIME/Newsweek
o anJhadeRyrehaRed &e giriufeFqiA page front page; his picture
1zNJS Xvould be lopking gug qf jhecnevgsstapdp,gfchegkout lines across

the country and around the world.

Jim was definitely starting to think that geaps Photojomalism
gl a KAa YAOKS® ! T Sednd\NSpeirnaeat-I
0 I {cBsivél e Sould honestly say that, while he wrote a competent
A02NEY KSQR ySOSNI NM¥z & 06S Ay
But with pictures he could excel and kea name for himself and
be regarded as every bit the equal of Lois Lane and Clark Kent.
gKSYy (GKS@QR 0SSy [olFlyR2ySR
Lois and Clark; that was the big news as far as the office was co
cerned. No one had said anything in so many words but it was
clear to everyone that the last few daad finally catalyzed them
into a couple. As much as Jim liked Muthior he had to admit
GKIFG [ SEQ&a 0StAST GKIG [2A& KU
0SSY Y2NB 2FNSNII NESY o] 2 SORI WK
before Superman had shown uput it had always been pretty
sKBYA ARE G IMEY STKbi AG 61 &yQd
Mr. Luthor was losing out to; it was the friend and-worker
GK2QR 2dzad 0SSy (K ®&M&ELexthadedome2 A &
ever more distant.
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even remotely back to normaBut Jimwas still amazed that the



Whatever the spcifics weretheir couplehood was clear enough
that Hendricks from accounting had been able to collect on the

2FFAOS LR2fd WAY ol ayQid SEI Oif
KFELIIAYSaazr odzi oKSy @&2dzQNB I-iKS
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body and anyway, now that this bet was done the office would
move on to betting on something or the other new by the end of
the day.

GbS¢g LR2fazée WSyye /[/INIYlIYy 6K
from the elevata into the city room.

Or even sooner.
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was that those who did not participate uslyabecame the object
of the bets. Lois, he had learned, did not participate much in any

2FFTAOS NBONBIFGA2Yy® | 6068 51 g1AY
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after just a few months Jim prably had more friends at the &

net than Lois had made in fiyears.

¢CKIO alFrARZ (K2dzZAK aKS RARy®&(d 3
tion, Jim had always found Lois to be social enough; with other
people aryway. His article the day after her front page Superman
exclusive had chilled her opinion of him greatly. Desthtg Jim
a0Aff
yesterday KaEl had even @nitted to being an alien and people
HAD been fearful of Superman; and Jim would never feel bad
about writing the truth, even if it hurt. Still, he&yas glad that Lois

and Clark had ultimately been proven right about-E® & @S y S
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he hoped.
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It was maybe five minutes after that when the objects of thé-be
ting pools emerged from the elevators and into the City Room. It
Y3 Kleat dveh drdmetisidistance that something was wrong and
Jim moved to intercept them.

KIELEK € £ KISNIF SR S
him without saying a word. She was clearly agitated by esom

thing.
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thing on her mind.
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oX 1Q felf you late €larksaid as he bolted for the dodeaving a
stunned Jim in his wake.
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It had been just over ten minas since the incident at FamilyrSe
vices when Lois finally made it up onto the landing just inside the
roof access to the Daily Plandt.Sy YAy dzi Sa Ay o
naged to concoct a half dozen differentesarios as to what had
happened backhere in herhead none of them good and most of
them involving Brainiac kéng managed to survive and trying to
possess her. The image of thespessed man named Milton
swirled up inside her head again and again as she imagined the
horror of being trapped insidéer own mind with no way to &
cape.

Yet if that were really the case, would Clark hapared even a
second getting her to the Fortres®kfinitely not. Brainiac was a
threat to the entire world. Whatever was going on with her, Clark
must have been pretty ceain that this was not Brainiac trying to
NB G dzNy @ | O dzl tnéally céh&erndrllemoygR to het S S
thinking, which was nusual in and of itself.

Lois looked nervously around the landifg2 LA y 3 G K|
take Clark too long to extricate himsdétbm JmY & Q& |j dzS a |
{KS ¢2dzZ R KIS alAR &a2YSiKAy3
mouth to le her words come out in Englislmstead she moved

up to the wall where the mtrance to the Fortress was to wait for
Clark.

Sy t HowEdUH she Have ¥poker2Krypténsmd dotirealizbbt®d £ R 2
Lois was just starting to ponder that thought as she leaned up
3 Ayad (kamedtf X FyR

RANBOGUAZY 2F WSyyeQa RS&lo®

KI 0 WFANRG FAIKGQ LIR2TtKé KS alSR
It was as if all the other sounds in creation had suddeahished
NJ ®as Clark Bear® Bei singlé. mostthdldble RaindXigvdr hafl o WA

het NXyS KSQR KSI NR Tl KNI (i 22T Y[l /A8
laced screamBut this time it was different. This time it hault

off suddenly. A fraction of a second after that all the other sounds
in the world died away too as the world froze in place ambinm.

The world as seen through the lens of his supgeed was one

aat WRSe @ SOme. ways, even more bizarre than when seen

rouagh hisTheightened senses.
Jim stood before him as motionless as a statue, his eyes glancing
away towards the door with a befldled look on his face. Clark
dimly recalled glancing around the city room to see if anyone was
lookinginhisdirel A 2y T (KSe& ¢ S Nikeygefdiaghis o dz
secret identity in this case was a distant second in his mind.

KA O

In that moment of perfect stf t y S & a-Fay Vision bldzed &
around him as he sought out Lois and what might have caused her
to scream out. Yet at first glance there was no sign of Lois at all up
above; just thedminous glow othe portal to the Fortress in his
x-ray vision. Hissenses swept outward but there was nothing

Y amiss outside the Planetitber. No one had fallen; there was no
accident on the streets below. It was as if Lois had vanished into
Ad W Ry o
A2VX® Qft GSff ®2dz fLASNEE /1 N

|

> 0 @ timé & ranRdh t’ﬁéfs%MNellultNéH@éﬂlery Kundblof id v
power to refrain from blazing into full super speed until time i
ailryid KSQR YIRS Al GKNRdJAK
froze in place as he raced up the flight of stairs to the @ofas
he tried to find her.
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Clark could feel the desperation rising in him, but then an instant

fFrGSNIKS alg¢g [2A4Q LIz2NARS fF&Ay

X GKS adGN} LI 32Ay3 NNehKdctiordof dhel 2
wall where it was severeith two and a large section was missing.

Without thinking he plunged into the portal and into Fortress
where he saw Lois frozen on the floor with an e)gsien of mute
and wideeyed terror on her face as she stared at the severad se
tion of purse strap wihuh lay just inside the entrance to the Fo
tress.

He again let his supapeed collapse around him and Lois seemed
to come alive as her eyes went from the strap to Clark.
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CHAPTEROUR
LOOKING FOR A REASON

[2A4a ¢2dd R 0S (GKS FANRG G2 FRY
getting from the entrance to the Fortress to the chamber she now
found herself in. Panic had a way of doing that to a person. What
she did emember was Clark carrying her as he called out &&r K
lex, the golden robot that acted as his liaison to the Fortress, and
that it had led them up the column of liglm the center of the
entrance chamber; the elator for all intents and purposego

this place; a medical facility; or at least that was what the Krypt
nian symbols above the door indicated.

Yes it appeared she could read Kryptonian as well as speak it. |
RSSRX [2A& NBIFIR (GKS aevoz2f a
take upon ralizing that they had not actually been written indg:n
lish.

a

She was currentlfying in a heavily reclined chair that seemed to
be the Kryptonian equivalent of an examination talielex had
just canpleted a series of tests, which to Leisemal a lot like a
series of glaving lights passing over hénat left a tingling sena-
tion on her skinanda few mnutes laterit handed something that
looked like a funky PDA to Clark.

SK 2 Kwron@w&ithY SKé [ 2 With nekvéu$n8sR in her
voice. The blingpanic S8 QR FSt G FF FGSNI FI € f
was threataning to overtake her again and it was all she could do
to keep it in check? K A f S mokeSoQl&sskept his cool when

& K JuatRpoken in Krymnian, after finding her inside the portal

to the FortressClarknow seemed just as worried as she was.

QY y2i adNB (KIFGQ&a ¢éSHITD S oS
tiously as he looked up from the PDHe turned briefly back to
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in his facelesened noticeably but he still sighed heavily as he
turned to face her.

41 26 YdzOK R2 @&2dz NBY OYIoKENI KRSF |
quietly.

0KFG aKS RARYQU SyiGaANBte NBYSY
al f ft 2F AU Z€ [ grdmemb@ring How skdwedkher|

perceptions had been under the influence of Braiflat né NJ /

washingb G 9 OSNE flald aASO2yR®E
Awell, K 1 Qa gKeé &2dz Oy &LISI {1 YN
YIeg KIS 20SND2YS (KS STFFSOda

your personality and selidentity, but all the information it m-
planted is still there it 2 dzNJ KSI RX Ay Of dzRA y 3
understand Krypty A | Yy @€

IC( é %st tbeKsed%qnonsetJof ?iﬂég |r*%%n9u§baqk at Eaénd¥ ¢
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. Said ¢3dz8 & ANBBecaBAYyoRPRY Qi NBI £ A
can think in Kryptonian as easily as yoa ¢aEnglish now. San

thing got you thinking in Kryptoniaaind the words just came out.

b2¢ GKIG 82d2QNB 6l NB 2F Al (K
problems in thate3 | NR @ ¢

G! YR @2dz {y26 GKAA 06SOF dzaSXKE

G. SOI dz@ Speakimgdz@lish agaiow,é ClaNJ G 2 ftyeu K S
robabl& shifted mental gears the moment | told you what you

We‘r'efﬁ H) teddlise ‘}Jﬁ %ant'—t@syééll if Englis® dz R&-RYy Q
GAOSKE

Lois started tosay no but now that she thought about it she
could feel the Iinguistic differencem-:-tweenthe two Ianguages'n
hermindl GKS gl aKSQR SELINBaa |

A3 YRDB FK§ KEWﬁaRéZMKSLmlmsmAQu YINB LS

the PDA and, as he scanned down whatever was ahngtension

marginal Arabic where she had to translate the thought fiérg-
lish intothat other languager visa ersg she could literally think



in the Kryptonian laguage now. Which was, once you got past
the creepy way it got into her headgtually kinda cool.

Clark, appearing to sense that exact thought going through her
KSFRXZ | RRSRX aLT fenlledrhell Brgptoriad dz
pretty much the same way; only it was the -Elrprogram that put

it into my head instead of Brainiachad problems at first too. You
evengot a pcture and a storyfrom my first involuntary use of the
Kryptonian laguage Remenber ssphomore year when tat W2 RR Q
symbol was burned ontmy barnZ

Lois did remember that incident; it had led to an actuedponse
from the enigmatic and reclusive Dr. Virgil Syane of the most
brilliant astiophysicists of his generatioMore imporant to Lois
at the moment though was the reassuring knowledge tGdark
did have some exprience withthis particular brand obddness
too.

That did make her feel a little better actuafly LJt dzatbufstS NJ
KFRY QG Ff Y2adduldngzNyYy SR R2g6Yy | 0

o was ahnost expecting something like this, bubrestlyX |
should havenoticedit soonere / $ald Wilh a note of chagrin in
his voice.6GAdmitedly we were a little preoagied at the time,
but | should havenade the connectiothat you were still unde
standing Kelex even after you broke free of the brainwashing.

G2 1 AGSé jedted. BaS tASEG HNIA Y QG €3 LIST 1 Ay

6No, Mistres€, Y $pli€diand, now that she was paying atte
tion, it was indeed speaking in KryptoniaThaugh | am capable
of undestanding virtually any language, Have yet to speak inra
ything other than theKryptoniantongueé

GeKS 2yfe dKAyYy3a (GKIFIG KFEFR YS GKA
time a human had the Kryptonian language uploaded into their
ONIF AYy>S (GKSANI A8YyROIXSA (G ODEYRY Sii

YAYRZIE fIN] | RRSR®

AWelli KSNB Ydzad 06S | NBI a2 gliedas
she stretched and got up from the Kryptonian exaation chair;
KSNJ g2A 0S8 NBfIEAYy3 &t Aakite |
uessing that | feII through the portal because, wKaBraniac
KFEYBSRSHKS 2014 F2NJ YSKE

&No, Mistres, Y St SE k(K86 8BMBBOEE fA1S
technology, is harecoded to prevent its use by néfryptonians
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Loisfelt the words die in her moutlas the reason for botter
mind being able to handle the Kryptonian language and héndgl
through the portalcoalesced into a single answer in her miAg
she dropped back down onto the examination chalire sjust
stared at her raised hand like it was some alien extrerfity I it/ R
now occurred to her that ivery wellmight be. It took all her wik
power not to fall into hysteria aser wideeyed gaze again fell on

2 dz Clark.
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skin was crawling.
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9 I_:l ¢ 1Ay arki repfiediyy2 (12 ¢ K dzNJwhed RIgt8Id G
)}cf)ue 2 dz NdBing to liketiand IX | shoutd have made
@2dz adle gA0GK az2yYoé
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gl ax A0 élayQi KA& FldzAZ 0T KS K

niac. It had been her own stubborn insistence that had brought

y | eryasng snipiReshoyessy aid igig the gl SINIY P a8 € ¢ el
yet stillClarkwas blaming hmself for it
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ling to let him feel responsible for this for even a heartbeatglon
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Clark took a deep breathefore answering & . NI Ay Al O
put things in youmind Lois.It put things into your bodyooX into
your genetic codeg

a 2 &X sort of thingK d.ois askeds she looked up at hinghe
was againstarting to hawe difficulty breathing and it was only the
very quiet voice from the logical side her of her brain which told
her that thiswas only because she was on the verge of hyperve
tilating. She took a deep breath to steady herself, but it was only
partially successfulL ¥ y 234 F2NJ / f I NJ] Qa
g2dZ RYy Qi 06S adlyRAYy3a G FEfod

(0]

aLiQa LINRolote S |qlark\AQm t@eotaﬁe“ﬁ PDiA 2
Ay FTNRYy(O 2 FcanW&upub thion somsthirsy B little
OAIISNKE

éCertainly, Masteté, A0 NBLI ASRP ! ymmergdi i |
and what looked like three sets of mutidlored horizontal bar
codes @peared in the air.

G2 KIG SNEB OQiik 8a 3Ké  [tigely, akinga haB R
step away from Clark to creep closer to the images.

U

éGenetic maps, Mistress, Y St SE MThedirstENBRGD @2
ued indOF GAY3 G(GKS &aK2 NiasScédatedZrdm &l K S
sample of your haiwhich | detectedbn a hairbrush irthe hand-
bag Master KaiEl brought with youThe second was created from
the scanof youthat was just completed. LG AYRAOI
longer band in the middle.

Still taking deep deliberate breaths, Lois examined thsplaly.
2 KAfTS aKS 02dz Ry Qi
there, it looked to Lois as if the areas of the two columns that

R
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I & thice as long as the firsit was as if a whole set of information
had been tacked onto the bottom of whoSIQR 0 S Sy @

Az ., A
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rememberz

Lois looked away for a moment. Stiiel recall Kelex saying sem
thing to that effectyesterdayand shehad spent hours in the

v 6 Npra) ef Brajnjacsas-gl;jperestipag gngugh time fahe effects on
her to stabilize

KQ%L aNR plEy e o & s askds Aydinte Sookiod K €
Nl Qa FFOS &alAR AG Fffo
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Addinp ghg jadgliiosal PNA ggauepreas was difficult enough for a
being with the power and knowledge of Brainiac. To successfully

remove thoseeuences from the billions of ceih a living orga-
ism without killing that organisnn the processvould have been
S y lbkyond even its capalties £

y

Which meant the only thing left wase find out what she had &

y (i Acome; what Brainiac had turned her into.

0KNBESs a
With aresigned sigh ér eyes now shifted to the third damn.
Where that set lined up with her original map thenesre differ-
(ERCEs; notpadh, fout they were clearly there. She vaguely recalled
probably from a Nchael Crichton novethat there was less than
a tenth of apercent dfference ketween the DNA of one person
and anotherunrelated oneand the differencesshe saw here

1 S se2nded to falltwithin tha &nge.

~

were lined up were idetical, but the second column was easily



Still, as she reached the bottom of the third genetic map, it was
the amilarities to the second map thalrew her attention To her
untrained eye they looked virtually identical.

G2 KFEGQa GrEEGKRNA YIROQSR FAYLF ff
GThat is a map of Master kKalf Q& ISy SGiA©& JSRS
responded.

G{ 2 . Bdtuallytirriedme intoX I Y NE LJ0 2 fiskdd AK €

a stunned tone.

G b 23X ¢ redssutedindr quickyd & 9 @Sy | FGSNJ
you kryptonitestill had no effect on you, remember? If yaterea
Kryptonian you would have known then. Believe me

.\

[2Ad4 GNASR (G2 K2t RR3YWI(G2 Ol d ¢
thing unusual from the kryptoniteSo that pretty much ruled out
being a Kryptoniamx ¢ K Sy & KowKi §hé asked.

QY LINBOGe a&adaNS PR 2IdIOKEINSH DK & R K
éMaster KalEl is correct, Mistress, Y St S kn itd\NBripletalyS R
calm and rational voice Thaugh your genetic code now includes
YNELIWI2YALY SfSYSy(a ¢KA# yoia KS
do not have all the types of RNA necessary to translate that code
into the proper protein sequenceshich wouldmake youphysicd

ly a Kryptoniarg

G! YR Ay 9y 3f AHomestly tke calm N&ter oRaface
YFEYYSNI 2F YSEtSEQa NBLX & TNBI |
was if Kelex thought there was nothing at all disturbing about this.
At least Clark looked condd/ SR G K2dzZ3K KS k4| a
ing. Actually he looked downright relieved compared to how
G6SyasS KSQR 0SSy 6KSYy KSQR 0 NEPdz

GLG YSlIya @e2d2QQ@S 320 (KSeNDE OB K
Clarktold hera L & { KIA # KIi &2 dzK SNhe&de§ilk Y S

GA crude but sufficient analogy, Mastér, Y St S$pechidally R ®
Mistress, you lack the RNA necessary for the synthesis of the cell
structures which stre and expel solar energy.

A

8d ! 3IAFAY L FalX 6KFIG R2Sa Ldiska- G
R manded.
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Gtlmeans no superpoweksé  / f F NJ S (i @2 & RY Qi
[ Athve look of joy from his face at that pronougroent.
a

GhKdeé [ 2Aa TSt ihoughSNEhofibleaSd dity s
it felt, @ part of her still reasoned thatlifer very gnetic code was
I A Ygélﬂg ® b olatddhy &sentient alien ifatt it seemed like she
should at least gesomethingout it.

6 ¢ K lalgebd thing though ¢ / f | Nd as SeEdaifght thg” S

@ K F gk Kh“hlgr tadeliHaving Kryptonian powers is letdal¥ & 2 dz

actually a KryptonianJorEl gave them to myather for just a few

K2dzNBE | yR GKFG ¢ a Sy2 dekdd aviag

byt continued.éOne of Professor Wil g 6 NP 2 | Q &ecaivéddzR
ryptonian powers from another artifact and it killed himithin

dayX KAa o02R@& O2YLX SGSfteée akdz

QS NJ ug\;éR “ﬁoiy Kebched &p ahd2 A a
and% agalns his cheek.
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squeezecher hand gently as he said ift 2 S
NI} § KSNJ F2NEBS( ¢
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learned from personal experience that superpowers usuaiype
ay Qi wihQ Heﬁ%‘y Erlf:ee shédechifedher brief brush with power when

back_in high schoofi K SR exposed to a gas that gave lige
KO affity Yot Stifers drbuid h%rsté?téug]lerfthe #rdtny WnRh

R B}Jad\bozenlncr%dlblejcgpt that |t h ? h§|gh$nelder prdo-

i 8 E mqwsmve natur the p0|ntt forced 0 hers to reveal
secrets that hurt and thathe other sideeffects had nearly killed

ly out of place sense of relief was definitely present in his tone.



her. Her hand went to her chest at the memory of the needle
whichhadcontained the antidotéeingplungedinto her heart.

ButLoisy 2 4 dzy RSNRG22R (GKS t221. 27
She remembered howonathan Kerf? Bealth had suddenly failed
during their junior year and that his heart had failed completely

nary girl But before they could leavéhere were still a few more
guestionsthat Loisneededto haveanswered.

NEBGASTFAFY LRI NRQ& I2RAPS 8 R ND SHB-KIS |

tuallyYSFyKé [2Aa& &A1 SR FAylLffeod

barely four years later{ KSQR y SOSNY Whizhady GEF $b20 YdzOKI WIEI igeRé KEND a2 AdK2
caused the condition, but now that she did, she suddenly usider Yzalute edzy1 5b! 02 ez2dzpe
G22R /I NJ Q@K SHS [ aNkES OFR2 NB IKESENS Y (1 K N2 J2 NI |

the Fortress Hehad beeninaginingwhat it would have been like
to go through the same thing with hgwatchingher die and being
unable to save herCompared tathat potential torture discove-
ing that she hagimply hal her DNA scrabled would seem trivial
by comparison

Priviaor not though, it had been done to her and Lois felt a
fresh surge of hatred towardBrainiac and the beings who had
inflicted so much pain and misery upon her worlder skin
crawled at the thought that gpart of those beingshowever
minute, was a part of henow and no mater how many showers
she took he stainwould never come out.

Asshe looked at Clark she realized that these thoughts were not
lost on him.He must have read the look on her facechuse his
expression was just as pained as hers.hlé beenvictim of Jor

9 f md@inessfar longer than she hadworse, like the child of a
ASNAIE (AffSNE KS FStG O2YLIST ¢
himself.

Loisagainwrapped her arms around Clarkhe refused to let this
ruin the one good thing in her life. She would not let it drive a
wedge letween them. She knew they woulthwe to return eve-
tually, but for now hey needed to get out of here; out of this ipo
az2y2dza Y2ydzySyid G2 +y S@OAf tGKI
ing in peaceand back to the real world where she could see Clark
as just an ordinary guy and she copletend to be just an ord

CI

puj

soKknown as m%‘rons junk bNA was the term useddscdbe
the 98% of the human gengequencethat did notplay a role in
the creation of proteins and thus served no actual purpose & th
human body.They were nothing more and nothing less than the
debris ofages pasthddovers from earlier timeas life crawled its
way up the evolutionary laddelf Clark was right she was just
going to be carrying around a lot more debris than mostjolvh
was pretty symbolic of her lifeome to think of it.

But there was still that caveat.

Gaz2ailf e KEwithjash ahint-ofidr &HRierfear. When you
considered that the amount of genetic infotion tacked on to

her was at least as long as a nanhuman genetic code and that
less than 2% of a normal genetic code was enough to produce a
Fdzf t & FdzyOGA2y |l € KdzYly o6SAy3a )
realize what even the smallest fraction of those sequerasad-

i BB RIOPREETGR TR 27 ks LS2 L
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those extra genes actually dgelex could probably capile a list

and some probabilities, bugo fartK S @  RppeArQdihavie done

anything more than give you a door key to tieonderful world
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o insane I e tI - tho NJthg&desS an
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have noticed them yet



Or had she noticedhem and simply disregarded them as they
had her ability to understand Kelex earlier?

Lois thought back to how full of energy she had felt this morning
and now wondered if there might have been more to it than just
the natural giddinesf being in love That was going to be the
worst part, sheraf AT SRX (GKS aS02yR 3dsSa
that she had loved Clalkng before this had happene@nd visa
versaas it turned ouf she mighfind herselfdoubting even that.

0So if all of this is just jurtk b ! Wwhy would Brainiago to all the
effort of putting it into me inG KS  FANER G L Ihd€e8 K £

that part seemed to make no sense to her whatsoevel. Y S| y ¥

sure seems like an awful lot of work just to give me a doorékey
she added with jusa tinge of snark; a sure sign that her defensive
coping mechanisms were still intact.

A dypad GKIFGXé /€FN] NBLX ASRI KA
LG BORIAS® aKS y2NXIf KdzYly 3§
with the Kryptonian genetic code

[ 2 A a Ceadily Ry tiaiishe was surprised by thatKrypbo-
YALYyad 6SNBE FNRBY | O2YLX SGSt e
surprised if theywere compatible. Still the reasonbehind Bra&

Yy A I O Q arentaiddd Ao2ngwiat nebulous to her.
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ing on. Then it hit her.
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She felt her cheeks turnirescrimson ag t | WdyeQ a
b2 GKAAa Aay Cshe tHouht i IheXsRIf sardasally.[ [

boy standing in the same room with héeéfhe fact of tle matter
was that, though she loved Clark deeplyd had often dreamed
of finding herself in hisrabraceX of losing herself completely in
the throes of passionLoishad never quite followed through on
the fantasy to the biological imperative behind hat act. Her
thoughts suddenly went again to catching hether and Julie
a A Y MdRroeltht ob(e'%ét&/ aﬁ%r%%opaﬁrﬁam ool that may very

Sttt KIS 0SSy GUKS RFE& OKFG [ dz
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[ )2\ kangés? dhé BRdt. ¢ / 2 @zdARX hulanFechnology see
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& am unfamiliar with humariechnology ¢ Y St SE Buty & ¢
the changes would onlipe detectable at the molecular level. A
cellular scarwould not detect anything out gf the ordinabye
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ing to him.
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sheeh a0 SR 0STF2NB (2RI & Q odnyaldoS NI
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oBecausgust before you found me thismorning | had my bbod
drawn for tessto prove that | was her sistgrLois explained.

It was health class in junior high all over aganty with the cute
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worked Could it be possible that hesample would be able to
sneak by undetectedomehow?

OWe need to find out if these changes are netible with aDNA
test,€ Lois finally decided.
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going to bother looking at whether any dfe rest ofit matches
@2dzNJ AaAadSNE¢ [ f | N alrdadysofinid Py 2 dz

positivethat she isyour sisteE ¢ / Y NJ & RXEBeallys that
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even know how she felt about Lucyrnomg into her life. It was
completely unrealistic for her to have any expectationsCbdrk
about this, yet she did.
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| v 2 do mill something in his head for azny Sy i @ dergath- & | )
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her more than anything in this mattet.ois knew she would not
0 2have fBltdsuch a strong connection if Lucy had been daeighter

i @ of Elle LaneSullivarand some other man
Se aQI2yNS LIHBAS K ¢ fIN] |alSR®
P &

G a 2 dwkhan | am of my own blood at this poimhich admi-

- N

15 Refllyj SOy Qibet I ZLR AR 2 W B ASYWE Rigif] | NIKSR O
G 6! ERARESENBEE Y2 20KSNI gkée G2 LI
¢ ¢ Lois shook her headtleally,she had been told, dzOe QashinB t |
to her would be proverwith a paternity testof their shared pa
O d&nti;Butgsabe Sullivan had been dead for eight yemamd his e-
mains had been so badly burned that the cremation which fo
2 f I6evedihéad barely been nessary. The odds of finding any intact
DNAwith an exhumation werevirtually nonexistent] 2 A & RA |
know if she would have had the ational fortitude to actually
RY Q Have%n| e%ﬁmaﬁ’ol%%\é evén if the_ chances were goothat
I %ft oﬁ?ﬁa\ﬁﬁ‘e{tﬂast @@u?fy'—alﬁd%é#s%lf e 2dzi " 2F¥ s
KA a NJSIOu7\2y y)la)/QuX GKFEGK {KS F
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AdWell, | guess the first thing we have to do is find exactlyhow
a DNA test works ¢ rfespohded as she tried to puasideher

fears about Lucy and whahe would mean for her and Clatk L ¥ A
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would it be forClark andherselfto be able get over something as
bizarre as her newly acquired geneaslyoto fall apart because of
something as mundane as family issues.

GYSE SEy (GKS C2NINBaa | O08ark K
asked.

GTheoretically, Maste, Y St S Bl willlBdell &\ cBriRabtion of
some type to do so, howeveér.

G¢KS 5FAfe tflySi KIFa | gANBES
portal to the Fortress should be in range. Radio sigpalssed
through the portal beforeso you should be able to tap into the
internetX G KI 0Qa ¢KI G ¢S OFff 2mzNI 3
LJdz(i SdkEBAXy 3 G K G @€

Get me seé, Y St S EYes) ISam ldgfettingya seriestoiary
broadcast signals in the area just outside the po#al.

dve A0 O2yd Ay dzSRThé doanschdriskterribi2 Y S
slow, but | have established a connection.

GWdza G fAlS
oran@ 0 KAy 3IKE

Ao have just created the algorithms necessary to communicate
with the systeng Y St S E AsNBaldlf MisBeRsie system is
quite primtive and rather unstable

TheDailyPlanet was using a LexCom wireless router; pretty much
the fastest connection available to the public sector and Kelex had
just called it slow and primitivdt again eminded her of just how
alien this place truly was. Despite all that it representédere
was a part of her that looked forward tetting a crack at the Fo
0§NBaaQ eataomelant®NEot today.
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d Q A{KSIYNIg SQIISNITRATY Iy 2TuKNMY NB T @ N2 NS
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going to be able to detedt (1 KA & dé¢ { KS g @SR
eral way to indicate herself.
6As you wish, Mistress, Y St S EdThhBatdffeedSifRkabtrickle
dzY | ifut | Srddderé S Ndswied fér yisBoviea K £
dn the meantime | think the best thing would be to get your mind
2FF Lttt 2F (&K3ABAE:0BAGHNYGEHREERAK
GFiveto sixbusiness day$ 2 NJ 1 KS NBadzZ dad L F
aa theSaotualtddl itSetf tafe plage inLdak y ( 2R 4 2hddBD It d ¢

signed nodas she allowed Clark to lead her from the medical{aci
ity. Theheadachehis oneblood sample might turn out to bpust

& a Uséned t6 eNihdder BhjuSt Whak had be@ndidhk 1O Ber byi-Bra
niac. LionelLuthor and Brainiaaeally were two of a knd. Both
seemed to have an uncanny knack for disrupting her life from
beyond the grave.

Lois caught a reflection of herself in theflective crystallinesur-

Y U ®facd of one of thepassingwalls and found herself looking closely
at it; searchlng for the sllghdast sign of something different about
‘ékglf __FaKS ,\fﬂszz“lél-‘z 2dzaid I &
lr any dlfferent thisT morning than she had on any other b
F2NBP® C2NJ GKIFG YFGGSNI S@Sy [ f

changesn her.
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Yet, no natter how unnoticeablethe changesnight be the fed-

ing of violation remainedand if it was noticeable in her blood
then it would bealmost as if a scarlet letter had been branded on
KSNJ oWMogalien.¢ NHzS> AKSQR KIFyRf SR
Clarkwas an alien with surprising eagsieut that was different.
{KSQR | ftgle&a 1y defsantkay alienfwaiN]
not one she had ever really considerbeforehand 6 dzii &K S Q
waysbeen pretty certain of who and what she was. Now it was
like the sdid ground beneath her feet had been swept away and

she was left hanging in miair.



To her lack of amusement, Lois actually felt the need to look
down at her feet just to confirm that was not literally as well as
figuratively true for, despite Clark andSiKK S E @ances$, Bois das

not convinced that she was still entirelyYil y @ { KSQR 4|
the latey’ A IXFileQW Y I NJgrdvkng ypaso the concept of an
alienhuman hybridbeingg &y Qi SEI OGfeée | F2
Now she might be just thatiow did you even begin to deal with
that?

Right now she planned to do so by takinggak along that river in
Egypt calledPdnialQ

* % %

[ 2y ANBaAag2YLy [yl [Fy3 ala AY
tion room using the room for its stated purpose; obsdiva.
Awareness of your surroundings, both physically and socially, was
one of the most important elements in achieving your goals.
Awareness gave youkwd SRIS Yy RS> a KSNI @
had drilled into her, knowledge was power; power over those
who did not have that kneledge.

She grinned to herselfs interesting as it was to watch Dr. Irons
fret and agonize over whether or not to proceed with testing one
of the Metallo weapons,t was not his moral lemma that gave
her pleasure. It was that ghhad a secret; one that even Lex
RARY QU ;thei@ith abdutiie secalled Superman.

lexg I & (22 Of2aSte Ay@d2ft SR Ay
too egptistical to look past his own importance to see the coone
tion to anyone other than himself. HO 2 dzf Ry Qi 02y OS
Numan of Kawatche myth making its first public appearance in
stopping the falling LexWing might not have been about him and
was all tm ready to believe that the alien had somehow stolen his
latest love interest from him. But stanced from those eventsak
yI O2dzf R 4SS GKS GNHzZiK® ¢KAZ

é .

Did her former friend Lois know? The proof her newfound

knowledge screamed at Lana from tifrent page aticle of the

RI 2 Qa 5L K Q&vemddhvgh@nilack of timeframe for
0 O KISKRS I If ff A [Seyed &@ssol nNbdhRe@d had been filled 8ug-

gested her knowledge o6 dzi 3IA GBSy [/ £ N] Qa
NB A Thgtt didtyeanrminyting K S NJD

No, she decidedl S R &vBnytrOsime with this secretand she
trusted Clark far too muchEven as bright as Lois thinks she is,
tKk SNB Q& shéRnowsthigtruth. Lana reveled in her secret
knowledge and the fact that shalone had deduced the ecret
Clark had been keeping

It had never made sense to_her until the alien had gone public,

U Ko in Petrdepect iBwas <o NRr. IR 16 B RideRt that thdlHien
just hgpened to be in Metropolis on the day the LexWing
crashed, just a few days after Clark Kent had arrived in Metrop

_lis. It was ng accident écause he alien had been here for far
AYS Ing@f thénsaﬁy% elsdNEafkzai 3 A those times Lex, Chloe or

herself had been in danger and mystetusaved all the near
disasters averted; they were the work of the alien.

ThealienwhichClarkkenthad known about for years.

When had Clark first learned of its existence? He had been the
first to discover the Kawatche cavand their paintings, but wat
else had haliscovereddown there? Regardless, it was clear once
_you _looked that Clark éat had clearlybeen jncontact with the
U K SzlieR Ghee/at Idast that poMt%%mdathv%s)an Kciderlt tHe? Hark
. had gotten the first interview with the alierit was just the nat-
A DS ra vekult & Clé’rquﬁvmg secretly known this-Rlfor years.

The true vale of a secret though was how much power it a
lowed. Knowing the peccadilloes of various politicians and their
staffers was extremely valuable so long as they were in office.

& y What Lladavezinow caléulatinglm e2nNdd was the talugof the
secret she had noviathomed.

It was about Clark Kemind his greatest secret



How much power did this give her? Over Clark? Over Oax?
Supeman himself?What would Clark be willing to sacrifice to
keep this truth from being revealed®hat would Lois do if she
were told? What would Lex be willing to give to learn ?ould
the threat of its revedtion keep Superman out of DEO affairs?

No, she shook her head at the last on@pbably not The alien
was clearly guided bthe same sort of naive morality and dreams
of a better world that still drove Clark arlais. Her two former
friends $ould have wken up to the ways of the world by now
Lois most of all. If anyone had suffered hardships on par with
those Lana had endured, it was Lois Lane. She, more than anyone,
should have understood that the cold and capricious uniers
wanted nothing more than to kick you in the teeth at eveny-o
portunity and the only way to prevent that was to control as
much as possible by any means necess@he fact that she had
not, that she still continued to see things in terms of right and
wrong, markedLoisas the biggeof the two fools.

That Superman held to thossimplistic beliefs was even more
shocking to her. He was a god amangn who could have ¢
trolled everything; brought humanity into a golden age beyond
measure. How could the ahebelieve that these flawed dupes
and rubes whom she could keep compliant just by throwing the
barrels of federal slop at their feet would ever be capable of being
anything more? Telling them they could be something more
gl ayQi 2dzald ANNgerdus2yaAoft ST A

Thiswas why they needed these weapons so badly. Why they
needed to know{ dzLJS NMéakh&siesBecausd_ana knew to

the core of her beingthal KS | £t ASYy Q& ¢l &T- ¢l
ty like some shepherd while letting the ignorant masses bumble
around as they will without the enlightened guidance of theit-be
ters; would lead to chaos andegtasttion.
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she was back in farmal territory she hoped, futilely she knew,
that maybe if she ignored it, it would all just go away.

Loisg  AGSR dzy i At

dThe story | mentioned before we were sidetracked,

wered.d lserialOKAt R {Aff SN GKS
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L2t A0S

GC28YI yKE

A K& a ®h @3> dnd tefopeNdd thei dodr Rnd stepped

2dz0 AyG2 GKS 2LISy AN 0SyS lail KS
alwaysleaves a toy behind with his victim.SQa&a (I { Sy
OKAfR FTYR 6SQ@S 2yfe 3I20 | TS

another victime

G! yé f SI Ra& K She fond Bersdjf tabddintiliRudeously
repulsed yet intrigued by the case.

Gb20 YdOK=ZEFNRP® aLFT GKS OKAfR

for help. Even with my super senses and speed there are still
Sy2dzAaAK LX I O0Sa (G2 KARS Ay (GKAA

GKSY Fff Ay GAYS® 2SS ySSR G2 Yy
G2 KAOK SA &1 KEBK SNSLJ NI YSyd 2F ClY
Lok asked.

AtQ not muclx €
FNRY |

Jadmlittddip Bud the missing child was taken
F2a0SN) K2YSd ¢KS ¢2&YIly

(i O K &nys Defcreddbnyhifi.dz¥as Wrying to get some background on

the KAf RX . 200AS DN} yISNWDE

G2 KFad Fo2dzi GKS 20KSNJ gAOUGAYAK
into her analytical and detached investigative ddanS G ® L (i
g2N)JAy3 (22 ¢Sttt o niluGncessheddecididP o |
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What sort of sicko would abdueand kill kids like Lucy?

a/ FLIGEAY { 6@ S NImdillme theéirdadleR s S/RE 1
NB LS A SRIGGSY Q1 KI R [Peé¢OKF yOS ({2

G2 St tf IKSY =2 [CKSHOKSBY BSRP fa yS
badground checlon them as best we cafiwe need to ind out if

there are anyreal common factors that might give us something
Y2NBE (G2 32 2y o0é
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Jim finally worked up the nerve to go check on Lois and Clark
aboutthri @ YAydziSa tFGSNW» Cdzyyeésxs
fight or anything. If anythingClark seemed to be hovering prote
tively over Lois and she seemed more than willing to let him.

{2 y20 | FTAIKG GKSYT KSQR K|l @S
infactg 2y GKF G LI NOAOdz I NJ 2FFAOS
what had it beenThat was where his speculation hit a brick wall.
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NR langing Yeally yas otting dr LdisivasRrénieydously go&ifaddi ( K
K A f IRgOher fekliMgs. Jid coRsidered BiselMadgtént judge of dpedplet
and decided it had to be the former.

Jimalsoremembered the Glassman murder. It had madg#ional

D K S @dws abBufl three years ago. Hisphomore journiism professor
had even mentioned that it was mostlyetause of Lois Lane that

SR tHe2trudRotivé behind the murder had come to light, which in

Gdz2Ny KIFIR LINRolofé OKIFIy3aSR GKS

race, and cited it as anxample of how a single reptar could

make a difference.

N,

Jim shook off the memory and got back to the matter at hand.
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pect of her life with her cavorkers.
G2 KIFG F NBnasked a SKé

Seeing that they were both hard at wodn something or the

other Jim decided to break the ice by pretending the earliet-inc GhoAlGdzZ NASax>¢ [2Aa alAR AAYLX @

dent had never even happened. If they wanted to let him in on it, i R Lo

they would. d!fANJ\EIKUZé WAY NBALRZYRSR® a{ 2
UKSYKE
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Jim flipped through his stack afelt slightly sick.
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them.
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called him Jim for once instead of Jimmy.
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of those times that a reporter would make a diféace.
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G h KZ Aéte aniddleaga woman at the front desket
marked as she lifted her gaze from her now nearly completed
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best to keep her tone pleasant. They wanted cooperation met a
tagonism
[ £ N]l Qa AyadidAayThd bnk t& thkMetddlis/® NI :

partment of Family Seices was the only thing they could pisg
flnﬂ 51e, list of names Captain Sawyer had supplied them With.
%robaby heady been checked out by the Police at some

agpe R 805“1 hut iGnevenigt iR hage g feshgpair of gyes IqRle gt & v
Ay X Svhenh)Bd3d dyds todld see through solid walls.

I RYBRUPRIRSUKPRABYISH §a/ 005
been in the DFS system, eithertemporary or pemanent foster

A S R Tare, four children could only be tied iredause of child support
disputes,seven others only because they had received Medicaid

| Sr ofhéy géfve?nméﬁﬂ asxtanBeS e rehdinnghi ecqubeO 1
th&yﬁwgﬂ%épedtlme in uvenile correction facilies.

& e Mlieh ¥eBhad Beenfitie thdrded 'piQ:& to trck Kifcd thBS
d highlyanfid l; th tual legal t
y§cor S Wfl'e igl éaa} %lggl ene&vgs Nno actual legal way to

| F Ol Ay 3t-GKS
ers was hardly 2 a@rsRoffense in that department though. Br
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-|A R obery,2campyer Relpng, jrespagging; Rrepkingipnd §iesing,pisky,

pocketing and pettyheft were all on her list of sins committed in
the effort to find the truth and see justice done. Lois was well

K S awareRof thezslippefy I¢tical sfopeishie walledzisiRg sac tadtiof.?
Still, she reasoned, the world was far from perfect and better a
few crimesagainst propertyand privacywhen needed than the
crimes against people that would go forward go unpunished
otherwise.

The acknowledgement that this was probably not the best ethical

/T 1 SldhdBrd & tedch & IR glrfi\/\%\‘éefactetr?atdémﬁl)sréﬂﬁed ko lay
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Sy pulled out her press badge and got back to the matter at hand
while Clark did the samé\ot that pressbadges in and ofthem-

selvesmeant anything, but a lot of people just assumed you had



the right to barge in, ask qaeons and get answeiif you had one
YR [2A& 61 ay Qi yodedhthathotion2l 2 A 2
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she squinted at the d&dges.
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apply when the subject is deceaseshost of them for yea® €
2 KAOK ¢ ay Qithe BFSiwad\IBHichstitintidadith
meant thatthey could request the information undehé Fres-
dom of Information Act, but that could take weeks or longer. Time
GKSe NBI fé &he RmbBRryARri for Bdbkle Granger had
gone out at noon.
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children in the lastlecadeto go missing and turn up strangled; all
of whom were associated in oneay or another withthis office.
Now you can either be in the article as the dedicated individual
who aided our investigation or you can be the incompetent b
reaucrat whose laziness let another child die... | can write roy st
NE SAGKSNI gt & o¢
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part pefectly.
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face paled.
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ly say that his spolssman,Rachel Clayhjldenied comment on the
[GRSY I G SNXpE
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Ms. Clayhill seemed to be doiigk S Y I 0 K Ayeée KBAY K

a Ayduaspeph witls Byésupéniser yarZe¥ | ya KNSB  aAthefel®y T A

clearly emoving herself from the line of fire
Aad GAGyKaIAGA O SRdt R/ 8 §F AVREVWG AK S EALITRdZ B2 ¢
wicked grin; noting again how the threat of @aNBS I dzO Nd § Q
tion making their superior look bad seemed to have the universal
effect of ensuring coperation.
GCKEFEG g1 ayQid @ SwhBpergdiotes Ms. Clayhill NJ
was out of earshot.
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G1 Sé& 3 L Qoathekre G €alled out as she entered her
downi 26y _ I LINIYSYGd b2 N Infodnéed a K
NE Yherop%é%ﬁct( Bt this SO of W& Ha§ buf, Inlike A suburbs,

downtown Metropolls was still a mess traffidise and school was
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{ KS ¢ 2 dzf ®BkgrDAdanmkolit@3he park would she? If they
had, she felt certain Carol would have left a note; probably by the
phone she decided and started to walk in that direction.

42 KSNBE RAR @&2dz 3dzéa 3SG 2FFX

* % %

Mr. McNaulty across the walgeard the wailng screamthrough

the walls and came running. He found the door to Catherine
D NJ y (i @vent widdlopeh and a scream without end seemed
to come from mside. The wail reminded McNaulty of his graadf
GKSNRAa F2f 1 ansheduiceaturelwboBedail codldk S
suck out your soul.

Steeling himself, he entered the apartment and found Cat knee
ing on the floor with her hands practically tearing at her mouth as
she contnued to scream.

G/ 1 GRS NA MI®  acallbd odrfagihe approached caut®u
ly. Thenhe saw the crimson pool on the floor and the lifeless eyes
of Carol Peterson staring up at him from above her severed neck.

Gal NE az2iKSNJ 2F D2RH¢ aObrhseif (&
as a ward against eviHe reached down and took Catherine by
the shaulders.

G/ F GKSNAYSH /I KSNAYSHeé KS @S¢
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lizedthe full extentofg K& a4 KS gl & & ONBSWrAy 3
posed to behome today and he was nowhere inlsig
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CHAPTERWE
CAT AND DOG

GL R2yQi asSS Kz2¢g L OFy o6S m7F |

nounced as he sat down at his desk across from Lois and Clark.

OWell, given that every single one of theo dozenkidsmurdered

by a seriakiller over the past decadean be tied to this office in
2yS gl& 2N FYy2GKSNJ LQR GKAY]
if there were any additional connections might be the obvious

2

step € /£ F N] epg.SFNR [ 2A& NJ
G{@2dzQ0S | f NiBetbRden RISNBARB RA a4 2y o
IANX LISR® a Dig you colsidér at the children coming

through here are already disadvantaged and at risk and therefore
all the more likely to fall victim to a child killer snatching victims at
random®%

éConsidered, yes foissad. & . dzi al @Ay3a AGQa |
get us any closer to finding Bobbie Granger. Looking for a @anne
GA2Y KSNB YAIKGT 6KAOK | NB o0Si
YN} YSN) 2dzad aSSYSR G2 3JfI NBo® «a
sevices to oveffifty thousandchildrenand their families in the
Metropolis metropolitan aredhis year alone Our social workers
have an average case load of several hundred at any given time.
Do you know how many chilen go missing for any number of

reasonsinanaverdS $SS| K¢

GCKAA AayQil | o2dzi toyihg torsseErKraher | N
away from his defensivene®® 8 QNI 2dza i ( NFXA y 3
tion that will help us find thdittle boy who will probably be mu
dered unless we find him soof. K I i Q& NIBf 0@ $z(i @I¢

G{ K2dz Ry Qi GKS Lkt

looked into a pos§ible conneActiorl between this department and
the missingchiNBy X aAS@SNI f GAYSaode

GNot this time NP dzy R (i K 2&dz3[K2 AL X f tBgsiieBs NS R
police are looking for a suspect and evidence to constacthey

h&vé fo Igix thraughdall st MEgalzhérdlesaNdipredunptiohs of |

innocencX ¢ SQNB 2dzad f221Ay3 G2 al

Clark felt a Wration at his hip as his cell phone started to silently
ring. As he ran down the list of people with his cell numsark

LIS ykhegivAe hddlid take theNGRINISIE fithRid nuimbeRvagiréhd A v -
to making fivolous calls in the middle of the day.

G9EOdza S &BG Té YTyl N] &l Ardssenand K

za I ¢irked tdde ¥sShBljose from his seat and headed towards the door;
pulling out his phone as he did so. As he entered thénvagl he
flipped it open and hit answer.
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a3 00f KygQa §gRNBY RKEE NI YSYd LINROARS

HKSQa ¢32YSHABLIOAGR®D@AGIZ2Y SD
oWhatk €

e azyxt !/RIiYzYBy2 ASRWS Gam!They Sy
killed my neighbor and took Adag!
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Kramer replied.d ¢ KI 4§ Q& NX 3K

G26F8 PRI I 0O2KSNB | & a2 Rogheroénotg S
it was time for Cat to meet Lois.
* % %
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4L s & &AEGSSyheald CR sai dsdzhérsit bré the| 3
stairwell steps with the fellow reportes K 2 Q R ec8nleza jparto
of the story.

GL GKAY]l 6S 6SNB Itf addz2alABR 6K
NI} SR Ay NBalLkRyasS G2 /rdQa adil
hersoppY2 NBE @SINJ Ay KAIK a0Kz22ft ®

made her deal with Lionel Lubr, without doubt the single the
biggest mistake of her life.

Clark was a couple floors up at the moment eavesdropping on the
police and Mdical Examinerwith his super sens& | SQR |
told her that the scene looked strikibgd A YA £ F NJ (2 (R
gone out to this morning, which did not bode well for Bobbie
Granger if the Toyman hadready moved on to another victim.
More disturbing was that, prior to this abduction, months had
passedbetween killingX which suggested a geométrescalation
ofthe] A f £ S NDthistim& K GA 2 NJ

Which left Lois the inglorious task dinding out everything she

could from Cath RRa 6SNB Al 62 dzf Rottea S Y
2dzi 2F YNIYSNI 6K2QR SaaSyuaalff
YIEYSa FyR &l AR hek GQiRthatwsuid actually

happen.

Outside the sun was creeping past raidy. All the people with
regular hours would be heading back from their lunch breaks to
their regular routines But not Lois or Clark and certainly n@-C
therine Grant.

Gal 093 AyaNbBRLR2yasS d2a[ 8z8 a0 K4
thing going for me and then | let some guthought really loved

me convince me that there was only one way to prove our love
for each other.Eveything seemed great for a couple of months,
but then | found out | was pregnant andhgn | told him he &-
fused to see me; claimed | was kiag it up. Do you know how
hard it is to graduatehigh schoolg KSy & 2 dzQ@S ad2 i

Ad a,SG @&2dz aSSY G2 KIFI@S YIdRSaaz
Lois poired out.
G,Sazxé /G FINBSRI aGFyR L ¢2dz

Sy »BQ& SRENIJALA I WRIr ¥WNSSIYS D SBI2 Yi kS ¢
ISY2y IKAYRS 2NEB eI2aS NER 6o 200kl G2y &
¢ KAl KRR BBy i KiSt & 8200 Sa KRS ifEoBY 665K

gSNBE 3JI2Ay3 ANBFG dzydAf L o0 NRdA
GL R2Yy QU 1y26 6Keé& LQY &dzZNLINRAS
Uather,QVince,R2 Say Qi gl yi I yeowksopa

NEB Il barely eY SYo SN&E (2

(S  andarRare®S QR

LI & whphshoul®&og dther &

Lois found that, despite her best efforts, she was only -half

fAAGSYAy3Ie Ef /FGQa NBYFN}a S
Lucy. Was she wily 3 (G2 3IAQGS dzLlJ KSNJ f A F
GAGK [/ EFNYIX F2NI I FANI GKRE RS

stranger to her?

2 NE DRRIZy 6Kk 8§k HY 3I2Ay3 -doRamRds 4 A
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G2SQftf FTAYR 'RIYXZ [/ IGZé [2A4
I NRdzy R (0 KS & G3KKS2Ndizf gR2SYNJY O K 2 dz3 K
her fair iare of her ownlately, the fact of the matter was that
loisg I Ay QG @SNEBE 3I22R |0 RSFHfAyYyS3
displays Shehad allowed her enpathy for others to wither over
the past eight years and, even though Clark was helping to change
that, reconnecting with others was not something that happened
K Y Sy dibiit.
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G2 AakK g2dAZ R KI @S 1y2é6y GKI G
I & KS t221SR dzLJ 4 [2AadX$LGQ
sKSY KSQR &K 2 gfifteghinifutediirbthe baitiroanmJS y
in the mddle of a date you just start to thjn X €

a L
a

GX gKFG | FEF{1SKé [2Aa FAYyHaKS
less frustration in high school @larkbeing there one moment

FyR 32yS GKS ySEG oS fehxBhidaek S QHF
neath the surface appe&ances.

Gvealt ¢ / I G IORcOUsel(ig& Babpredccupied by that |
missed the important partthe way he treated Adaml S Q& (i #
FANRG 3Jdz2 Ay @SINBR ¢gK2 RiyRghQl

Oh, he was shocked at first, but he called back the next day; took
Adam and me to the carnival four second date.

G, SFK=¢ gl a | ff [2A&a O2dz R al @
The truth that hid beneath the surface was th&lark was the

most cependable man Lois had ever known.

How insecure was she to think that Clark would ever begrudge her
bringing Lucy into her life? How pathetic was it that she could
even think of using that as an excuse to not take the girl in?
Though she wished she they could have met under better ci
cumstanceE [ 2A & O2dzZ Ry Qi &l &cCatfoR &
helping pont out how groundless half her doubts and fears about
Lucy were.

A got everything | could from upstaiés, / frindujlcedas he
descended the stairs towards the two womehbois rose from the
a0SL) aKSQR 0SSy aAGiAy3a dzLRy
hug him briefly.

Though he returned the hug warmly, she saw Clark cock an ey

brow behind his glasses as if to question the reason for tlte su
den public dsplay of affection.

bSTaNRfL 6(6Stf KaxdzaeE&ESNEE HRSI HKS

a yw®the makiQNg LG KK ISRI dR2FAK 2FKFINBERA R

R 2dzi 2F GKS SYONIOS Fa akKS 1ais
waist.

R T@NI XS Na { KST NBRTS Y65 NBaarh fpliedSyyi

R f E’SI-‘;I‘(&/‘@Q OfR & RA MEG KI & &aqeliettNhtbod- Ol
ed.
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« §  one of them went dead right around the time they think Adam

NHzy 8 b RS K8Y Pedzy R 2dzii | 6 2 dzil
[2A& o6 GOKSR /G OK21S oFO1 |
name andhis plight. No clues meant very little cinae of actually

Ay inQEAdage o/ tF Ny A& 2yS 2F 1Ay

AWe should get gointheng [ 2 A & NS YYD K RT 2 NJ
as for getting started on finding Adamm aL ySSR G2 13
ttFySG FYyR aGFNIO KFEOlAy3Ide [}
was in the DFS system. TheSDWas the connection; she could

FSSt Al {2 AF aNXP YNI YSNI ¢2dz
AaKSQR 2dzaid KIFI @S G2 3SG GKSY KS
§STdzt akK$S gl 3 762

Il ONRPaa GUKS aGdNBSG FNRY /I Gu- DN
pant of agrey sedarwatched as Cat Grant exitetid police co-

don along with the two print reporters Lane and KeAs they
pulled out into traffic he sueptitiously slid out into the traffic as

webapd magecagallk St L) 6dzi NBF OK 2dzi |
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What was the girl thinkingRider wondered as he wadered out
of his office and into the studiovhere the Noon News was just
wrapping up Why was sheoing withthe enemywith a story this
big?

Lane had been nipping at his heels for years, but sincer Rate
AARSNBR KAYaStF ANNBaraidaofs
considered her a threat. But her new partnehat young punk
Kent was another meter. He might think he washot stuff with
his inside connections touerman andsome nobody policeap-
tain, but Jack Rider had been kiag inside connections with the

movers and shakers in this town while Kent was still in diapers.

CaptainSawyer might favor the kid, but Rider was in the same
O2dzy GNBE Ofdzo 6AGK GKS
tKEy KFLILRE G2 FAEE Wk OJ
RSNA ®¢

AY RY

A predator was feeding on the doheantaged children of the
O A (R&éfcould not have invented a more compellinghicle for
getting himself back on top if he triedNot that he gave aip
about what was being done to a bunch of traiteash orphans
YR ONJ O1 0 ®lt ®%culd eadidap. ThahSpe hidz
inspiration drivel that the Superman story kept coming back to
RARY QU RN} g @ASgsSNIHED in digastersait &

almost happen? No, give the audience tragedy; dead children,

horrible crashes, natural disasters and the public wouldibeted
for the latest devéopments.

Well, that or a good scandal, which was why the whateipe-
man: Alien Conquerérhad played s well for months. But that
gravy train was over now and, barring anotheslifical blunder
fA1S KAa |GGl O01 2y GKS 59h
pulling in the numberdackneeded to stay on top.

| S O2dzf RYyQiU oSt ASOS i Rdchi, haid & &
tually had the gall to tell him that Kent and Lane might be suspas
ing him as the topnvestigativereporters in the city. The only &
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y SRt pefter way oy ppee thaten (PR SCePEy

son anyone was paying any attention to them was because of the
Superman story that had been literally dymgd in their laps. &
Ay3 AY {dzLISNXI yQa OKSSNRy3
when the entire city was endgered, but honestl{ how dten
would something likehat happen?

asSo

(INK, S méhthIErdgnandwi Kent &nfl Eanekn®uldRbe hadk@dnStisl o NB
scurity they desesed while he would still be on top. Not that they
GSNBYy QUG 3I22R Ay@SadAdal d2NAZ
they rendered thenselves irrelevantAll that really mattered was
getting the story first because that was the only story anyoné-rea
ly caredabout.

00

yheny enpite

KS CRENE YREDERANEL 4 RREYQE280y K
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needed to do was have Kent and Lane followgd®2 T I NJ (0
been to the Department of Family Services and then sometapar
mSyid o6dzZAf RAy3d GKS LRfAOIm&lulR o
with Cat Grant and his man was tailing them to wherever they
GSNB 2FF (2 yS EtfedwhareitheyRuieRyAD fie NI
needed to do was wait until it looked like the story was going to
break and then get out there with a news van and broadcast live
from the scene.No matter how fast they wrote or the Planet
KitCeReryanawbliildsay Baac-i K S
tually gotten the story first. All the fame would go to him.

As forMs. Grantand her choice of loyaltieX ¢ St f Just (i K S

have to have a little talk about that.

* k% %
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G¢KS YAaaiy3da OKAfRNBY:Ié¢ Wiliadd YS
ScotQé&d N2y aS | & KS &Kdzli BathkGgangRr2 2 N
YR DNIyYyid ¢SNB &2dz2NAdE

GLQY | ¢ NWliargshid tarsely.i > €

G{2 6SNB Y2NB (KIy KIf T aaddediKS$s
as he lifted the print out given to him by Miss Laiftewas true
that the police had checked the connection between the depar
ment and the nuRSNBER OKAf RNBYy X 2y OST
could have used that as an excuse to just ignore the matter an
say thatthings had been checked out and thati RA Ry Qi
department, but there had been fateen more murders in the
five years since the police had last bothered checking amd co
trary to what Lois Lane might think he really did care abouséhe
children and this office and he was not about to stand by if there
reallywas a killer in their midst.

A

The background checks for his subordinatesrevgood, but as
A0NFLIWISR +a GKSeé 6SNB F2N Y
02 | RYAQO O Kufeds.{ @S NS KIQR

murdered child one by one and found that the vast majority of

themhado St 2y 3SR G2 | &aAy3tS az2o0A
make the connection.

G{2 @e2dz GKAY]l LQYX &2 dwiliaf&xy |

Of  AYSRDI da26#z2i GKS 20KSNJ KIHfF 2F
Gl off GKS NBalid KIR RAFFSNByl

G2 KSNBE | NB { mBliamkxa KOy I aRe &3 SN
GLF L KIFIR Fyeé ARSI R2Wl@myele® dz
back

AL adzZa3sSal éthedzMESGCHE & Y NIGESND a |

tumnedtoleaved hy S gl & 2NJ I y23KSNI 6SQI

2y §lé
t 23

NJ &lIFS REIl fyF2 (S EAJSOGSRI G KENIY Yy G2

J 0 Si&shestion thiadwould prove he was the one the police had been
looking for. It would havedren so much easier if he had. BMil-
liam just sat there glaring daggers at Kramer as he stormed back
into the hallway anddwards his office.

20K SNE2 28 AKdE JAAUETE oz MNP SN2

NJ

doorg I @3 aodzi NBAG | & &pavi Rindo@Y vy
g K2 @&éA YR GKAADE .
FAOS @SINAR 320 YNIF YSNJ

YN} YSNI RARY Qi S@Sy NB3IINR #-KS
y @ 2 dingt&s irkKtheiihallway as he passed them by. héel several
phone calls to make.

Too close. Too closéhe Toyman thought to himself as Kramer
slipped out of sight.People were starting to piece it together.
¢tKSe@ gSNB Ofwerd §ojhd tosfoy Mm fiorid Bedping
reRhildeaNE 2y y St KSQR 0SS GKS FANA
LS I%omeﬂilng ﬁad to [§e don&omething had to be done qlly.

e

o 1RE M &D‘,JAcfa&had%éeﬁl-Y Q\Fﬂ")\ K NRs ol 21 & K}
ézvéz odzi GKS 28YlLYy KIFRyQil f
oncerned, with. finding n make Bobbie happy.
u QY resxe% %‘;\ f% Q mak g}\z(ﬁ:%e?p?r(o est that it had started
upset c%&e even more alkSQR KIFR G2 aSLJ

4 2 O%he Foymgn S
i £ & avays did when

(KAVRO L QRIZBt (1 KE2 ARHOS KI LILR
there for him and had t(regularlyleave his care to a nelghbor’?

| S KFERy QiU YSIyd (s hidhéeh doindier
AR OISBRGKE2 OIFNB F2NJ 6KS OKAfRZ
B TnbtifeRHagy 18ft himkavBh tiilskstkahgemMhs Yfatedid surged and
before he could stop himself the woman had been lying in pieces
before him.
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is efforts were frustrated.
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There was no question abott he needed those who were after
him out of the wayand a way to calm the boy3he stress of their
efforts was naking him think bad thoughts about the children and
it would only be a matter of timentil his urges overwhelmed him
and so something hadtbe done.

Then it came to him. He knew what he had toxdeow to ensure
that the evil were punished and thaveryoneelselived happily
ever after. It would requiremost his toys to accomplistit, but it
was the only way to be suréd.would require sagfice, but anyone
who truly loved the chdren as he did would be willing to make it.
Of that the Toyman was dain.

* % %

ACCESS DENIEIDNNECTION HAS TIMED OUT.

Lois thumped her forehead against her desktop in frustration as
her computer screen agairitew up the announement that this
attempt to breach the firewall of the DFS offices had been
thwarted just as the half dozen previous attempts had been. Not
that she was especially garised; computer hacking was far from
the most glamorousf activitiesand the reality was about as far
from the portrayal in movies and telesion as you could get.

The fact of the matter was that it was tedious work more akin to
solving a brain teaser or attempting to play chess with a master
depending on the level of sedty. And there was a lot of waiting
and repeated fdures as programé K S QR forNde task Sayi
through all the permudtions of searity passwords looking for the
one that would open up the system for her to explore.

Lois knew it was just a matter tifme though. The Metroplis DFS
2dzaid RARY QO KI @S (KS ooiRscatad 2 N
internet searity system and she was better at hacking than most.
{KS O2dzZ RyQli oNBIF]l Ayldz2z G§KS /
without getting caught anywayjut local government and a lot of

J (i KePArGRIg.S R T2 NJ |

corporate systems were well within the scope of her skills.

It was alreadys:30 and with the papeall but put to bed a lot of

the day staffiwho worked in the city room had gone home for the
night. She glanced over at Ckaand Catthe only other people in

eye shotat thispoint;g K2 6SNB ¢+ AGAY 3T G /
She could almost feel the nervous fear radiating off of Cat at the
thought of what mightbe happening to heson at this very no-

ment while Clark did hifest to look busyTwice in the past hour
KSQR KSFRSR 2FF¥ FT2NJ 6KS NBad |
G2fR /+Gd a2NB tA1Steé KSQR 0SS
in the hopes that maybe some clue would emerge from out of
thin air that would lethim be more than a bystander at this point.

Clark was very good at finding clues; especially since his-heig
tened senses let him notice things that it would take a full fere
sicslabtonl A OS® . dzi 060S@2yR O2Yy FTANKNA
abduction was te same as that of Bobbie Granger there yiad (i
been muchKk SQR 0 S S ¢ and, gife® thail % cdrld do just
about anything, it bothered him far more than he let on.

Even something they had thought might be uséful Ry QG LJI
out. Clark had gleaneffom an offhand remark about the mu
dered woman atthe scene of the most recent crimthat indi-
cated an odd woundfound on the back of her neck was identical
to those found on the other victims who had been dismembered.

Lois hadcalled Mitchell Corbin, her feorite Metropolis CSI and
ironicdly the third cousin once removed dhe late Intergang
kingpin, to see about getting copies of those gugi®s.LoisSRA Ry Q
even gripe about the cost; two tickets for the Metropolis Sharks
Central City Lightning gam®espte Captain Sawyeunofficially
asking Clark for helghe Fedswere leaningso hard on the @-
partment to keep the case hudtush thatthe pricewas probably

a dzLJS NJ

Shy spuisheg she qguld sy e igaiion bad peeg worlh g
e marks were some g of puncture wound, butthere was no

evidence of any toxin and the wound itself was not severe enough



to incapacitatethough it did penetrate right to the bonéelhere
might have been sosthing there, but it had clearly beerer
moved before the killer hateft. In other words it was a dead end
for now.

Lois had just clicked her mouse to start the next attempt at
breaching the DFS firewall when her phone rang. Knowing it
would be afewnny dzil Sa 06 S¥2NEB
tion in her hacking #empt she plucked the handset from her
desk and put it up to her ear.

G[2Aa& [lySzZ¢é aKS & hek Roniforafiddhe K g
stream of alphanumeric characters that flickered on her screen.

dMiss Lang O YS | T IThid\i§ Josepld K@aghtod S @
the Department of Family Services. We spoke earlier taday.

G, SazX Lois kBi@HKed tfyidgéto keep the surprise from her
voice. She honestlyady 24 06 St ASOSR KAY 6KS
backtoheT &aKSQR KSIFNR AG 7T bindng 2
bureaucrats to ever believe iBhe glanced over at Clark and sub
ly tapped her left ear twice; padf alitte O2 RS G KSe& QR
for when they were around other peoplevhich told him he
should usehis supersenses; in this casthose supessersitive
ears of histo listen in.
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dt seems | owe you an apology Miss Lade Y NI Y &NJ &

O A y Oaltdr §oing a@ver your list it appears that more than half
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shocked look from Clark who knew how rare an offer that was

coming fromLoist 2 SQNB 2dzad GNBAYy3I (2 7

A appreciate that Miss Lane, but if this is just a horrible ¢oinc
RSy OS LX 26KFG ¢1 9XHHH

K rgggh thg phongpis heardfhe splntefing crack of wood being
shatered andthe lumbering gait of something heavgllowed by
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desk he wasleeady gone.
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Well at least Clark can finally do somiettpy Lois thought to he
self as she snatched her keys from her desk and bolted from her

a seat.
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boyfriendreally ISan incontinentflake.

G2 KSNB | NB Cat2cdited el yedas sshe hurried to

OF G OK dzLJd &, 2 dz ¢rieNds thisigot/ssoi@thingo 2
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Loi w that Catd rately wanted, t ‘Ble effort to find
2 Y X he?g)rr? bu??ﬁe fa%:tgoaqieﬁLtt%ig\]/vasgtr%aqﬁl gswa%o%%easier for
'8 g Nl FYR KSNI G2 @2N)] 6KSYy (K¢
/b Y Y 8 8 dz/ stckeprio@ dn the halfiecergiithat she wased

ating between simply leaving her behind or bringing her along a
third option stepped into view.
Gl yFaNRKYA ViTEK S Y
AWAYYeéeHeE [2Aa
aKS NYy dzLd 42

0 K
y

2dzi I &
WAYYéZX

Oortts

R
KAY® «

L




WAYYeée &l AR
KS YIyl 3SR

A
N

z

y

Z

y
S

C Q)

A
I

<

0] FTdza A 2
K NEO2 @

N

€
RKE

< o
n=
~ w
@)

G¢KA& Aa /I UGKSNAYS DNIyid FNRY
OFYS dzLJ 6SaARS KSNX» al SNJ azy
killed all those other kids. | need you telp her out with anything
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G! YIS &adz2NBZé¢ WAYYE NBYIFN] SR | a
almost see his eyes bulging out of their sockatsl tongue star
ing to lollas he appeared to drink in the sight of thetrattive

blonde next toLois

Cat was too distraught to notic&A Y'Y & Q& adndikéd et A 2

attenG A2y 2y [2Aa® a/ly L T2 gA0GK
G{2NNEZ¢ [2A& lyasSNBR la &KS

cretcanil  OG X 2yfeée ALIStHAfa GIGNIES P L O
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the elevator operedand Lois sprang in.

Lois was saved from having to think up an answer by the closing
eleval 2NJ R22NAR® { KS t€tSIySR o601 |
but think that Cat mustbelieve that she was as big a flake as
Clark.

2 Sffx LG tSlIad akKSQf, she dofcdledire 6 S
self.
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Kramer jumped in shock as his door exploded in a shower of spli
ters as something heavy barreléato it. In the space where the
door had stood was a sight that left Kramer stunned. It looked like
an oversized toy dog; a roundytnder for a body, stubby legs and

®  GKI NYS [Syaa Xoum§Bed Bekid tiisie® & loék 2atdhim and
NE R dpened its mouth to reveal habile two-inch serrated fangs.

Y D .Kfameb sSréainEkin fadddppdd #hé phond He Yiad just beénl (i
5 | & halding aS yhe meEhariic&l $easi toed and leapt ap Hn2 with a
hiss of lydraulics.He fuilely hurled his arms up to defend his face
bs itfb&relétl doévards him and screamed again as the window to
his left exploded and a crimson cloaked figure slammed intg the
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The impact knocked the dog off coursgusing the figure ah
R23 G2 AyadaSIR atly Aydz2z 0KS ¢
rendous crash that tore another hole through the side of His o

N fice. ) L
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{ dzZLJSNX I y X (K| &, & NA Y WIS NMdrgi R T
K dzNsNdhtaRecdn@ IBker Hidheg wit® therheliuddN e Pedtdithat LI

£t e Avstoottfs@idive and had not been hideously mauled by the
¢ egsLaapharino s wis e 128 fog e Blein the wall pnd cogld
just make out the ricculous sight of Superman grappling

innocentlooking robot dogBoth were moving squickly he could
barely make anything outThere was a rumble as the paim-i

3+ A BAgtesl ontesasphabelqw thatsant ybresizedkghunts dids ¢ L.
street flying and Kramer wisely ducked back behind covesjipga
as he did so that it would be over soon.
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Claf RARY QU (y26 o6KIFIG ¢l a Y2NB
was capable of or that it did not seem to be the slightest bit
LIKIFaSR o0& GKS AYLI OG0 KSQR 2dzai
seem to be the sligiest bit diminished as it slipped through his
grasp and made a lunge for his throat. He grabbed for its mouth
and was stunned to find that it waskiag all his strength just to
hold it back. As the jaws started to clamp down Clark felt himself

wince in pain as the teeth actually began tenptrate hisskin.
Reflexively he nieashed a blast of heat vision at the beast, but it

a wobbly tail that looked like it was a spring. It seemed so utterly



barely warmed the surface of the machin&hat in the world was
this thing made of?

With great effort Clark managed to get one boot beneath the r
020A0 R23Qa OKSl &ismdghywRichisentQie MR &
chanical hound hurtling back through the air. It spun as it did so
and, incredibly, landed on its feet and charged right back at him.

Great Clark mused as he backaa/ay from the beast (ia€tdally
part cat

Clark slippednto super speed as the dog approached, but as the
dog closed it impossibly seemed to pick up speed.

2 AGE OKIF G g1 GlakQdénlizdp dsh lie SotelJa B (
crawling past on a sidstreet. As quickly as he was trying to move
it should have beemllbuta G F GA2y I NBE® ¢KS R213
as it approached; he was slowing down.

Just like that Clark knew why the mechanical beast was so powe
ful, both conventionally and against him.

The dog leapt as it reached him and Clark was just barely able to
duck in time Then hehurled himself forward to put some sl
tance between himself and construct. Spinning around and with
the dog a good twenty feet away now he lashed out again with his
heat visionwhich sheared through the dog like a hot knife
through warmbutter. A moment laer there was nothing leftof

the head and torsdout a molten pile of slag.

There was nothing special about the metal the dog was made out
2FX 2dzald AdGa LRESNI a2dNDSo 2K
there really was only one thing thaould provide so much power

to such a relatigly small object. Shielded as it was inside the-m
tallic hull ofthe robot its effect on him had been greatly dim
nished; and in the heat of battle hard to spot; but the efféitat
kryptonite had on him w&sobvious.
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Opening up his ears he listened for the sounds of any simiar m
chanical monstersbut there was only the usual sounds of the city
and the ping of cooling metal beneath him.

A (i K Clark tore up into the sky and then back in the direction of the

DailyAl ySi® 2A0K fdzO1 KSQR 0S ki of
ing garage and they could keep up appearances by racgegtier

to the scene of the attack and then, hopefully get a better idea of
what had happened.

One thing was certain, this attack defingethanged things. There
weNBYy Qi Ylye LIS2LS gK2 1ySg |
propertiesand that meant their field of suspects just got cbns
derably smaller. He tried not to dwell on the fact thatalso
meant the Toyman waalsomuch more dangerosithan he initi&
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the police line surranding the remains of the robotic dodhere
gl JyQ Oldzr tte& YdzOK G2 &aSSo LF
to be she never would have been able to identify it and she was

certain the police and firemen sNR2 dzy RAy 3 A G NA 3
know what to makeof it either.
G L QEbktterfal®o8tthat news ifit K St LJA dza FAYR

remarked as they slipped away and up the back stairs of the office
uiding thathgusqd eDFE- 5t kA y1 Fo2dzl A
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fuzzy eterior you mentionedthat was some serious hardware
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build out of parts froma RadidHut in your basement. That type of
training and the partsieeded to buildiK I @S (2 KI @S |



They faund Mr. Kramer in the lobby with Captain Sawyer, Dan
Turpin and a pair of darkuited Federal Agents.
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she strode towards them.
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Kentand Ms. Lane to see if they could dig up anything we might
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Kramer added.

G!'yR GKA& FTFGOGSNyYy22yKé 1 3Sya |/
bridge of her nosas if fighting off a headache.
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Loisdesperately wanted to bring up the mechanicklg, but she
02 dzt Ry Q §he nooChik shisubidde any idea about what it
had been.
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Kramer that told him to keep silematbout the matter.
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the D.E.O, had moved in to acquire the remains of the iEadoks
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AY aig\e YoHan instant that their intest was even remotely benign.
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get something.
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read your work and that of your partner and let me tell you
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-fla (eAomBlvEr e &bhe th Hse D ik not for the fact that he was also very
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Actually, Clark was still well within ear shot of the conagX
even for a normal persanjust past them in the hall actually. Like
Lois, he was far less concerned about tieual site of the attack;
0 8K SIKRS  I'5 ONaBH; faiftit Sl SNG, WAk inBEicztE KirS Was A y
awkSe th# dag Sad comeifriors before. iS@rethitgidhat R & R Q {
just appear out of thin air. It had to have a way in and what Clark
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wanted to do was find that. &ause the odds were that where



the dog came from was also where Toyman was keeping the boys.
At the very least it would provide more clues.

With that in mind, Clark took a deep breath to relax and opened
up his senses. In that alien world the path the dog had taken was
all too dovious; His tightly focused-ray vision showed depse
sions in the lioleum of the hall that were only a few millimete
RSSL) ¢KAOK YIFUGOKSR (GKS &akKlk LIS i
legs. The almost palpable @y smell of grease andmotor oil
wafted from them probably from wlerever the construct had
been assembled; though those were almost lost amidst the pine
scent ofthe cleaner residue that covered practically everyface

in the building.

But there was another strong scent too; one he had grown all too
familiar with over the years. Backtracking along the path of the
mechanical dog he soon found its sour€ee doomwas unlatched
and opened gently with a nudge.
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there was no police tape up and it was quite a distance from Kr
YSNR&a 2FFAOSO®

In an undisciplined mass the sathers came running; crowding
the narow hallway bythe open door, but no one made a move to
enter.
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a chair behind the office desk; at the blank eyes and the trickle of
blood congealed on i lips; at the gore covering the back wall;
FYyR Fd4G GKS LA&aG2t ftlFLeAy3a 2y
dangling hand. A singlalabaster sheet of paper was all that
adorned the desk.
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to turnedto him./ £ I NJ O2 dzf R LINdp® foificd: f f ¢
ing themissingboys crumbling inside her heaas Kramer uttered
his next words.

P T GKS YSOKEFEYAOLFt R23IQa &addzoé

d confronted him shortly before | was attacked by his robotic dog.
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CHAPTER SIX:
SOLDIERS

G/ 2YS 2y @S2a2WS>40d WOl wARS&NJ OF
man and sound crew as they raced through the rewmg front
doors of the Daily Planet building as if they were firefighters ra
ing to the scene of a raging inferno.

Gl 2t R 2y Héaged K& at\iHe ReRuyitslesk yelled out.
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this building before and unlike LexCorp across the way, security in
the Planet building was little more than a show. Three middle
aged men armed with rthing more than walkidgalkies; present
more for insurance rasons than actual protection of anything in
the building.

Rider checked his watch; 5:50 p.m. They were cutting it close.
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about Kent and Lane or where they were going; the real story of
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second Amber Alert had gone out that day Jack knew that would
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from dancing and lging loose with the waitwhoops. The child of

a KGBS reporter had beehducted by a chilékiller the police and
Feds had been keeping quiet about.
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Take your Superman story and CHOKE,alaak mentally jabbed

f f SRLare dnil Keint2as tKeAelevatftéd YhighNowards what he was
sure would be yet another appointment with greatnegsis is
what the REAL news is all about
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just ouside the DFS building. Clark just held her closkwatd-
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were well inside the policéines, but Cpii I Ay { | & SNJ |
the need to push the poinand it had been enough for Agent
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written letter had been an outright admssion of his crimes and a
plea for forgiveness. Kramer had confirmed that the signature had
indeed kelonged to Scott.
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nothing, but based on the now less than harried looks on wver
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in his travels to acknowledge that it may have been too late from
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he wanted to knowabout it
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put her finger on it, but there was definitely sathing off here.
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0AYS | 32 Xtangtb figuringYoutl#he truth and Scott most

definitely was not that someone.
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0So vwhat then? He sendshe robodog to keep Kramer from e
posing him, but when that failed h@ust gives up andills hm-
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see it. He preys on children; young children; ones too weak to

5 St | Nl 8K idoREliZat®th &d@hrane,asthe reason for ths pa-
ticular font of insight It had started out as your typical frieman
community collegeresearch paper for Psych 101; five double
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the utter chaos that had been her life that yeafter the expb-

KA sion and the loss of her fatheiLois had Jatched onto her old idol
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Loishad then proceeded to reada good chunk of literature on
__ mental illnessn an attempt toget into the mindset othe woman
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ing twentysix pages for which she got a B; the instructor

Je ygglc%esén%l'er a letter grade for being so far outside of the prdpe&t
lengthrequirement; a problem she still had occasionally with-Pe

ry.

Of course the greatest source of inspiration Lois had drawn from
Eliabeth was deciding to adopt a pseudonym. Even with all the
NJ YRrablgng ingolyed gni.kgeping dkyitihad) takenep leap of faith for
NE  Bas® QptirgeRlysR2Y KSNJ 2R yIEYSe { K
one day seeinghe name Chloe Sullivasn a front pageby-line of
O the/maify Planeand it was hard to give up on your dreams. It was
Elizabeth who had given her the wage to follow through and
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sion. He stood up from the stone steps and offered her his hand.
b2 GKFd LQY R2dzoGAy3a &2dzNJ | &aSamyrihyiion&t &/ fRi2NGIA NEKLIGA YBd yK£dzi 2«
GKSNBE RAR @2dz t SNy Ftf 0(0KIFGKE ] o 5 o s
GLG YSIyathRAY2ZYyQO2GG 1Attt SR KA
& YX @2dz 6SNB | 61 NB GKlightXllosKIl @S AAKIfdI R (K&S NVESf FABE KSNJ FSSidiao alL
said with a sheepish griff KS 61 ay Qi SEI OlGd-& LINE deRK 250 ING FAGA LOKBNTEAE® 0 SKAYR Al d¢

lar fact, but it was the truth.
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one else working in that building.it QY
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conscious flags in her mind?
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smelled motoroil and grease along with pine cmer from the
floors. The grease and oil | figured came from wherever the robot
was assmbled, but | just caught of a whiff of the dog just now
and it reeks othe pine cleaner too; a lot more than it should have
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guess from his whole obsessigempulsive ritual slaughter of
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his instinct for clues almost as much as she did her own.
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someone bought it, but the details are sketcRumorhas it that

the socalled Toymaftd 2 T F SifRthekeaftesséie kind of
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Yes, it was dirty pool, but as far as Jack was concerned eshe d
served it for not coming to him immeately. This was big news
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when there was an eweng news broadcast to put out.
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remains of something mechanical in the street that the police and
fire department are doing theidamnedest to keep anyone from
seeinge
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put high odds on the kids being any teetoff. What do you want
me to do?
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OWait, scratch that! Tell them to say that the police have no
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cally true, since they had not been askex comment, and it
would make it look like the police were covering something up.
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With that Jack headed for the stairs with his crew onhasls.
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Clark nodded.
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Memories of the mousy little @ in the front hallway that k¢
. . mer had earlier chastised for going overboard on the cleaning
/U A sprung into her head even as she asked.
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the Toyman and missing children are all déatthich was techia

routines day after day and how much do we really change?
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tant part of connecting him to the yman.
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it was definitely an alias.h& name said it all.
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grabbed her by the arm and pulled herher feet by his side. The

spotlight atop the cenera was blinding, but Cat could hear Jimmy
{ K Snanadea briafquiitBst afidddokied ofdr & i oiliple of the beefier
y  Kdrevvmen from KGBS acted like a living wall to keep him fram ge
ting to Cat or Jack.
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into the camera and it was only then that she could make out the
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going live. Only then did it hit her what was about to happen.
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family was rockedoday by tragedy as the son of our own Cath
gﬁ Gr@ﬂ vas abductedand apparently killedoy a serial child
er the’FBI is calling the yimanl¢
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It was only then that the camera pulled back from Jack to reveal
the young woman standing beside him with the exgsien of a

deer caught in the headlights as shamied from the camera to
Rider.{ KS t221SR fA1S | FAak 3Jdz L
permeated her mind. It looked as if she were about to vomit.

AWhy have you not heard of this menace before tonidgspite

the fact that this monster has been claimgivictims for over a
decad® WI O1 | a1 S Becahdélt (T@yianDastohlye &
been targeting the poor and disadvantaged; children from broken
homes and with unfit peentsg
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made his ponouncement.Even through theelevision onecould
see the horor on her face burn into pure unbridled hatred the
unspoken accuEl A 2 Yy  descioNIn€ivictims made about
her.

GThe Metropolis Policavere content to leave this problem below
the radar rather than alert the public to the threat that would
spoil their public imageAs you just hearthey are in the process

of covering up an attack by the Toyman on the Department of
Family Services thatcourred just a few minutes agd&kKGBS has
also jud learned that the Tgman has aparently chosen to end

his i | FGSNI { dz2LISNX I yQa Ay iSNBSY
there was of finding the boys alive. With me now is Catherine
Grant, mother of the latest victim. Catherine, is there anything
@ 2 dzGBR Gf2A aléd G2 GKSX

WHAM!!!

The camera just barely caught the right cross that slammed into
W 01 wWARSNRa FF0O0S |yR
raman. Then the camenaent tumbling and as it came to rest on
the floor viewers could just make out tHeeginnings of a curse
before the editors at the station bleeped out the tape delayed
scene and immediately cut the feed, switching overtlte anc-
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first to report the real news of the night.
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with rage.

T2y R, by T 2008 2By Rond i Tohedim g o
Jdza G X | 2 ¢Cabstaded ® Xok and almostltapsed even

as shewas trying to form wordsnd Jim reflexively broke out of
the nowlimp hands that held him and rushed up to her.

oMy baby €
tween sobs.
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The ring of the elevator chime seemed to echo like a cannon shot
in the preternatural silenceAll eyes turned at that oment to see
who it was who might have arrived.
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strode alongside Lois from her car to the elevator bay in tlae Pl
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a ut a little backup from Maggie would have been nice.
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punched the up btton on the elevator.

hormanRoger Cameron in thewsdio.
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act same chemical residue on the mechanical dog as on the walls
and floor) hINE &8 g2dzA Ry Qi KIF @S 3I2y §
Lois snarked.
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pected of being a serial child killer just instills me with endless
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properly he only suspected Scott because most of the victims we
gave him had been his cases. Sounds like the killer was setting up
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for adecadeX {y8ays,Clark! And no one in there even noticed
before now? No one bothered to take the time to follow up on
the fact that not one, not two, but twalozenof the kids ostenis

bly in their care have been MBS NBS RKHK 52 @ 2dz |
LINPOFofe y20KAYy3 Y2NB (GKIy LdzN
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Clark just let Lois vent because, as always, she needed to let off
steam before she could really get to thedrt of her fustrations;
which she just had. It was about Lucy. For all her second guessing
and doubts, and ekpite the fact that she had only met the girl
GKA&a Y2NYyAy3a:r GKA&a 3IANX KS KI
LI ad Kttt GKS
that a lot of guys might be imhidated by that, but it just served

to remind him of why he loved this woman so much. Her innate
goodness outshone all the flaws and gave her aubethat noth-

ing in this world could match. Wh&rainiac had done to her had
been caonpletely unnecessary; she had always been his perfect
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Clark asked to bring things back on point
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In point of fact, andevidenceof the utter geekdom that was the
true Lois Lane, shactuallystill had all her notesfrom all her s-

at2aaAiofte
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Junior HighTimes In 7th gradeAbout the nutritional value of the
lunches at her olgunior high school

Not that she wasquite ready and willing to admit tdhis with
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Shlp and he couplehood that had grown from it.

G§KS St SgII (2NKE
dzYALY BISE (i K

g AlUK
odzii2y FT2NJ GKS

a2 KI GdQa
GdKS

akK
u

Clark just squinted for a moment; a sure sign he was using his x

mate.
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Again Clark squinted; checking that the coast was clear. Then Lois
felt his strong arms lift her effortlessly from the ground as he
sprinted over to the stas and pushed the door open. She felt his
legs coll just slightly as he pushed off from the ground and soared
up the narrow gap in the rddle of the stairwell. He was probably
only going about thirty miles an hour, but in the confined space it
felt to Loislike he was doing a malred.

A half dozen seconds later he set her down on the landing just
outside the city room.
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times with Clarknow and the &st time had even involved dgohg
SELX 2RAY3 &aKSttas odzi aKSQ®e yS
fore. Looking back down the well she guessed the gap was no
more than a yard wide. Clark might not feel a thing if he scraped a
concrete landing at high spd, but she had no such guarantee

her braceletmight protect her from lethal harmbutA & RA Ry Qi

thing about pain.

All of which was forgotten the moment she and Clark walked into
the city room.The place was ishambles. It looked like san
thing, noda 2 YSGKAyYy3aXxX €I NBS hafpushédi NB
their way through the room hedless of its contents in an effort to
reach sonathing.

ds someone therel?A little help pleasé?é & KS KSI NR
out from the front of the city room, up by the elators.

She and Clark hustled across the room as quickly as they could
and Lois flinched at the sight of her desk which had biéipped
on its side Her papers were scattered around it aher flat
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screen monitor dangled over the edge of the desk by itslesa
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Ijke a haqged man in a noasAt least her laptop was safely at
Bomé&. ’hén shelsawithemost bizarre sight of the evening to date.
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what looked be a gigantic spider web. Looking amishe saw

men that she did not recognize similarly covered in webs; pinned
to the walls, the floor and, in one case, across a table.
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NJ§ I%lf\ é{lﬁiié?g\lééa{\lﬁ)er thoughts went immediately to the

i KYresg gniraneg locatgdsjyst aoreghgirheagls. Hndy a fraction

of the hundreds of thousandsf Eradicator robots had been sent
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quering the rest of the world in the days that followed and now
simply waited in their launch bays for orders that would never
come. Could some of them have somehow been launched an
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they just fired this stuff at me with their guns and then tore
through the dfice to get to her. They took her back down the-el
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Lois looked at Clark and the expression on his face.
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Clark ran for the stairwell.
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rimentally on the webbing. Thankfully, it no longer appeared to be

sticky, but it was easily as strong as any ped . SAA RS &>
02yl FARS . 2& {02dzizé¢é aKS I RR
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Speaking of being prepared, Lois dug into her purse for her pocket
knife. Hopefully that would be enough to cut through the lwe
OAYy3Id LT y204X aAaKSQR 2dzaAad KI @S
O2dz RyQl aLISyR | ¢gK2tS t20 27
working computer if she was going to have any hope of finding
out who Mr. Christopher really was.

It was while she was looking down at the contents of her purse
that she actually registered the identity of the mayitay beneath
the webbing at her feet wimpering to himself.
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indicaing the barely recognizable Jack Riddis eyeswere black

and puffy, his nosavas a swollen mass andrying red-brown

blood caked his upper lip and mouth.
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interview about the abduction of her somle claimedthat Toy-
man and her son were dead.
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But even as she did so her mind was racing. She looked up at the

i N& © fia¥e afidagyReed daitheid Wag hetekoy the time the broadcast

started. Maybe even about the same time thatatner was being
attackedX
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with superadvanced robots was resting solely on her and her
ability to connect the dots with a memory from years ago.
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A grigy smile crossed her lipg for a moment as the snarky phrase_
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Clark blazed down the stairwell of the Daily Planet at just under
the speed of sound, but did not yet doff his street clothes. He
K In&dHas 16 Sheck somethifd firsKtisat wodbd a hieck §f & IBt®a
ASNI AT KS glayQd SEFENAy3 | O LJ
G1 F NNB HE dutfthe Ndme 6f lthe hightRsecurity guard as
he entered the lobby.
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Somewhat to his surprise he got an answer.
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clock on the wall which read 6:09. His toy soldiers wdade to
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corner and could clegrly see Harry sjtting at theAfront night watch
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we were closed for the day but they just stormed right in. | called
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leaving a somewhat baffled Harry in his wake.

As he raced off this tim€lark did remove his shirt and tie for the
crimson cloaked unifornmbeneath. Not that it would fool Cat for

long if she got a good look at him, but whoever was controlling
the robots was another matter entirelfHe and Lois had come in
through the parking garage probably about the time the til- so
RASNE KIFIR fSTG FyR (KS&@ RARyYyQU
one viable exit.

¢ KS t fslibyfaSdmeri did nbsee much regular traffic; nu

less one of the utilities was acting up no one visited it at all. Clark
had only been down here once before; eight years ago. Lois on
the other hand had xplored its may passges far more tb-
roughly. She had first discovered and explored the many passages
during her internship here back when they were in high school
and so when she had needed to go into hiding she knew exactly
where to best set up shop and had spent three mantiving in

one of the unused storage closets down here until Clark hadt fina
ly come and found her.

None of those rather somber memories was terribly relevant e
cept for this; as much as Lois might hanet wanted to, she had
neededto leave her hideyhole from time to time for food and
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might be coming or going from the rimer LuthorCorp building
¢ | g€ across the street. That woulthve sort of defeated the e
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But there was another way into theub-basement of the Rhet
Y Qi thad SINGSt n& dnd koewldbutd bdta$dodr ifito thekoll seY
vice tunnels that ran beneath most of downtownelopolis. It
was through that jimmied door, that Lois had come and gone

BESYTKRkBhRUKTFRIB2YEX UM Bae 68y

L QYand it was that door which Clark now stood before that had been
S Oygttly ripded i its Kimy¥sUThi@wad ho theVpdtshad g&tidny

in and out.
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A five mnute head start Figure one minute for the ekator and
they might have dalf milelead While the leadined pipes of the
old sewers made his-pay vision useless down here his ears could
more than canpensate. The narrow concreieed passages ca
ried_sounds great ditances and_as h ened his ears he could

e 7
U I lake odt fﬁesmeﬁl%%a)(ﬂ%umﬁr?g %f'\‘ngtﬂ? shbddethe dis> T U

tance off to his right.

[ £F Nyl Qa a2l NBR R2gy (KS 2fR dad
of a gun in the direction of those sounds, wsten here his speed
was checked. The pressure wave of a sonic boom in these tight
quarters would pack a tremendous punch against the robots, but

it would do the same to Cat and she was much less durable than
the machines wereThe tradeoff was that the rdots would a&-
Gdzt tf&@ o0S FtofS G2 NBFOG G2
sort of surprises they might be cging.
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The answer to that question canwehen Clark was still a hundred
yards out ashe rounded a corner andxploding shells began to
pepper himpb 91 OK g2dzZ R KI @S 2Ny
block, butto Clarkit felt like nothing more than austing of pé-
bles; an irritant at bestClark knew that would change if he got
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ance hey could only be powered by kryptonite, just as the-m
chanical dog had been.

Ahead he could see that two of them had stopped and turned to
face him and it was from their rifles that the withering fire was
erupting. Clark waited just long enough for himstee that neither

of them held Cat before striking back. The air rippled as he sent
streams of heatigion searing their way down the tunnel and into
2yS 27T (KS. ANBs@a@ [aterihe ik and tBe meana

ical arm which held it erupted in a rtilude of flashes in the
gloom and a roar like a string of firecrackers going off echoed
down the length of the tunnel as the na (i N3HzO dsReam®d LIt
cooked off.

2 A0K GKS RSYA&aS 2F AdGa OGoRy:
started going short and higand only too late did Clark realize
what it was atempting. With a dull rumble the clemng above him
began to collapse and Clark had to pour on the speed towards the
robot in order to avoid being buried in the debris. Then at thirty
feet out he felt himeglf slowing ever so slightly from the traces of
ITNEBLII2YyAGS NI RAwericare sfmittéd s the@ o 2 U
bris raining down upon him was starting to sting. Ignoring ttse di
comfort, Clark drove forward througthe rain of concrete and
earth and slammedhard into the robotic form and tackled it into
theground. Redl2f R aLJI Nl & FitSg FTNRY
scraped across theughconcrete floor with Clark atop it.

l.fl

Even as it came to a stop, the toy soldier seemed to look up at
Clark with its rdective lenslike eyes as if it somehow recognized
its own mortality. Clark saw the eyes flicker just once and then an
instant laterthe sddier exploded.

* % %

Colin Warner was watchinfyjom his car as thdast of thecross
traffic raced through the intesection of 3rd and Jeffeon while
the light was switching from yellow to red when suddenly the i
tersection exploded upwards accompanied bglliant greenish

KS

flames.The whole world seemed to shake and something heavy
tore through his windshieldndknoded the headrest off the ps:
senger seat

The entire car seemed to rise into the air and then drop like a
proverbial rock, throwingColinaround inside his caregpite the
seatbelt.He felt his car finally come to rest at a 30 degree angle to
the ground andor the life of him was trying to figure out why. His
hand went to his foehead and came away slick with blood. He
fuzzily looked around him and saw that the left side of his car was
hanging over the edge of a fissure in the ground while the car
ahead ofhim had tilted forward into the hole such that only its
trunk and one rear tire could be seen above the edge. Acrid
smoke was everywhere and Colin found himself coughing mnco
(i RPOEY Rt NEOPEQUH2 dNRY A 2RBRRI |
horns and alarm&om the street shops where windows had been
shatered by the flying debris.

Then he felt his car shift; it was sliding into the fissure. Desperat

fe KS NBIOKSR F2NJ KAa aSridaoSti
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further over the edge.
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CHAPTER SEVEN:
HEROES AND MONSTERS

Gl 2t R 2y3> LQ@S 2dzal loz2dzi @20
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The stuff was amazingly strong for its thickness; sbeld have
pulled on it all day and not moved it in the slightest; but tharligfu
it was proving easier to cut.

GCKSNBEZ¢ &aKS yy2dzyOSR |4 &aKs
JnYe Qa | N OF YS f gh2 quisklyBlbded atihdt S
watch. This wa taking far too long. The clock was ticking on the
fA@Sa 2F /1FGX KSNJ azys FyR . 24
GAYS OdzidAy3 WAYYE>S YdzOK fSaa
like they were in any dayer here. It took her less than a second
to reach a decision.

GWAYYe@Z FTAYAAK OdzidAy3a e&2dz2NBST
Lois said as she placed her pocket knife into his free hand and
turned to leave.
G2 AGHE WAYYE OFfftSR 2dziod 42 KS
GLOQ@S 320G G2 FTAYR (cK® himag she vy >
reached her desknd checked things oufhankfully, she kept her
computer tower on the floor beneath her desktiner than on it;

the cooling fan was still whirring contentedly and the drive light
still glowed steadily, which was agoodsf @ | SNJ Y2y A (i 2
such good shape though; the stand had completely brokearudf

the image was dark and hazy.

2 K4 GKFG RIEYEF3ISR
hopes tremendouly.
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hK &SI KZ, LasGhougi Pozh&self as her eyes saaahn
across the root directory of the DFS server. In all the exant

2F GKS IGGFrO1 2y YNIYSNI aKSQR
cracking program running. Her last attempt must have found the
right code and gotten in. The bonus was that now shevk exat-

ly what she was looking for.

A (i ZHoldifgup the mibrdtdr Rith Wik Navishelséoopadiki her nidlisé

Y & Q Z&nd [pmedsing gitA up Kagaikst Ner averidrhed (desktoy havi§ated
jdzA 01t & Ayid2 GKS 5C{Q LISNBR®RYYS
LIKSNE w20Ay®Q

¢ KSNB ¢ I dhgr€® @ hirviglzlté, addresphone number,
af I emrgerty dorialdtRis{erhpty) anil $o orf. The addreéss was fdice, |
¢ I tbtdhe recognized it as an apartment building and the odds of
the Toyman keeping his victims there was unlikely; he would be
0 A Smart ¢ritughitd ridallav2uyicdryefions befvdes W helied
S @ SINEag gh& whé lie avas gnin8imgBoshe WhdySudwerk iiseddd &
hiding in plain sight yourself the clues were pretty easy to spot.

Most important for Lois though was that his file included a photo.
T T N& Bembryvitas g l8ityit wouRl Nd| a [o2 ahsiei ti Sft tioligh S N
her old dgital pictures if she had something on hand to compare
it to.
NE ERNRRELAzyI2HA0FKE GKS {2 LJtdrifandk S N.
found herself holding her breath. A few second®iashe released
aitkas the%'ﬁi(f;efpl%{%r cBufned to life across the room and she
O2dz Ry Qi KSf L) 6dzii FSSt F o6Ad
stil working;3a KS ¢ 2dzZ Ry Qi KIF @S 6SSy
had been down.
Nl gl ayQu AY
G[2Aa3% (KAA AayQaSTdlzy K& H RL KSA
caled out to her from the front of the city room.
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from the copier; not really paying attention. She looked back at
her desk and the still dangling monitor. There wasnay she was
going to be able to accomplish anythingtisg on the floor with a

barely usable computer.
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@2dz I2AYIHKHE 1S I al1 SRmimySaithdS NI [0 St g, bréathifgzhard Thingslwid SilRslighityzhazy for him.dde r
stairs. membered falling back into theollapsing tunnel draction of a

) N e . s oA . . ., - second beforghe toy-solder explodedand being_buried in falling
GL YSRRIGD2FWAHI SNI 0KE G | OGdzt t e oRPdNZfo & ASiuddst BrignlR in e Sollapde dout that

she disappeared through the fire doof. KS RA Ry Qi
computer thaugh. She needed to be able to sort quickly through
literally thousands of pictures and hundreds of pages of notes
which would t&e a very fast computer anddeally, some high
end pattern recognition softwareAs much as she hated itois
knew exactly where to finglist that

Gritting her teeth Lois started to climb the flight of stairs that lead
to the roof access.

* % %

For an mstant Colinfelt like he and his cawere in freefall, but
then dter no more than a foot it came tojarring stop.

A! NB @2dz It NAIKGKE |

Colin found himself staring out the window at a brilliant crimson
G { ¢ 2 yof dold and jGst fétt his head nod numbly.
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wait in your car for the paramedics, undel I Yy RK ¢

Again Colin found himself nogfid NB Tt SEA St & o

I OGdzZl £t £t @ LINRPOSA&aSR ¢ KI lieadkg@EER
and his car was resting securely several feet from the edge of the
hole in the ground.

Superman Colin finally managed to piece togethdr.just got
saved by Saerman. How cool is that?

* % %
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2dza 0 gehriz P prébably saved his life. The same old lead pipes and

other debris in the walls and ceiling that blocked hisax vision
also shielded hinfrom the deadly radiation of the kryptonite
based explosion.

Regardless, the next thing he knew he was hearing distant calls for
KSftLI yR KSQR 2dzaid ol NBf & Lzt f
car from faling into the chasm created by the explosiordasave

I A02NB 2F 20KSNAR 2y (GKS adzaNFI
explosion.

Even as he caught his breath he could feel his skilglyrechag-
ing and regeneratingbut the few dying rays of the setting sun
were barely sufficientThe cuts and scras he could feel all over

6 dzliis hedy yrEaaradnbeginaingdpess ariteiorg langit would

0S a AF (KS@QR ySOSN) SEAailSRd
unlform though; there were now several lovely new gashes in it to
go along with the puncture woundsom the robotic dog earlier

and the cape Was utterly shredde SQR Yy SSR G2 3¢
GNBE1SYy O2t¢tl

stayQu f221 tAFTS GKNBFGSyAy3
The Fortresshe decided after a momenitie just needed a minute

or twQ to rest first. .
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Lois paused at the top of the landing and just stared at theaa
ently blank section of wall. Even now it looked indistinguishable
from any other section. It was just her knowledge of what was
really there that made it feel as if it would be easier to pound her
way through any of the solid walls than it would to ¢athose few
resistancelessteps through that invisible portal.



Given a choice Lois would just as soon never step foot inrthe i
fernal place again; pretend that it and what Brainiac had done to
her were just bad dreams and get on with her life. But Catthed
0284 RARY QU KI@S GKIFG f dzEdzNE @
YR (GKS& RARYQl O02YS Y2NB LRgS

She glanced back over her shoulder. It would justdzly nice if
Clark were here with helAs much as she might want to wéitr
him to red dzNy G KF G 61 & | y23iKSNI f dzf
O2 dzt Ry Qi rther¥she hb@&ndthatC alg much support and
comfort as Clark might pwvide, this was ultimately something she
was going to have to come to terms with on her own.

So Lois toola deep breath, closed her eyes and walked through
the portal into the Fortresdeaving barelya ripple on the surface
of the wall as she did so.

* % %
éMistress, Mistresg! (G KS 32t RSy NRo2id YS
crossed over the threshold and into vasitry chamber of the
C 2 NI N®uhavefinally returnegl.

d have newg AU O2y il Ay dzSR IAftdtxieksivg 3

searting | have determined that a standard human DNA test

does not directly loserve the DNA sequence but relies on enzymes
and chenical probesn order toXe

GeKIFGQa y20 AYLRNIF Yy
hand up to stop to the robot.

NAIKG y2

& apologizeMistress¢ Y St S E | pheBuimiid xh&tab would
want to be informed as quickly as possible.
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aThen which particular second do you wish to hear it, Misitess.

See, | knew that comment was coming and yet | walked into-it a
yway, Lois thought tdherself as she rolled her eyes.

(K[ YBBRYADES DRY S nazhk U Bb & QR0 % RNE

NJF dzticulgr rreblemay tkeomprgents Epissgigas she beld e fhip ¢
sheaf of pmtouts. 4 La UGUKSNB Iye gl e Ik O2
GNB&aaQ O2YLMzi SNBR G2 &aArFid (KN
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6Certanly, Mistres  Y'S f S E BuNi®inlyourddheit séems
as if you feel you must ask permission.

G2 StftX &SIFIKde [2Aa NBaLxgRHRO
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scintillating light and tB mammoth waterfall that lay beyond. The
place was too unearthly for words.
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dMistress, tke Fortress was constructed as much for you as for

Master KalEl§ Y St SE al AR Ay NXB lbfiodsT |

f S E thin@ linthe BoRd .o dfifs redoudrces[amtlydur dsposalé
a{re GKFG F GK2dz&lyR (AYSiavel yr
OKFG=Z¢ [ 2AdtwasluteRy ridicdilauSHO6W €old you

dzLJ ldblRupok théNdajesty of this place and not feel like anythirty ot
er than a gnat by comparisomhis was tk abode of beings so far
beyond humanitythat theyweref A { S I2Ra& P ¢ KA &

her.
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OAll of its resources are at your disposal. All of its resources are at
82dz2NJ RAaLRalftoe ! £f 2F Ada NBaz

Walkedinto that one toq Lois thought vth chagrin.

GL 3ISG GKS LAYy G >ds she Beldap aNdBnd koNJ
makeitstopd LRA2Y&ad 5SFAYAGSE & J2Ay:S
she added to herself.
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hand commentrealy had made its point. Khowed just how wi
ing it was to accept her commandsot that she necessarily found
GKFEG O2YF2NIAy3Id 22dA R AG 0685
have traces of Kryphian DNA in her system?

l

a[ 2212 L
my hard drive inthes  Af & OX & & SNRAY S ¢
nally got to the point of her coming back here.

ia KS

Instantly a glowing holographic screen appeared before Kep-
tonian glyphs indicating various systems rdong the right side
and a conmand prompt blinked at the top of the screen.

AWwill this do, Mistress? Y St SE a1 SR®
41 YX eSkKz¢
£t SYSyid FyR
of the screen absdly.

[ 2Aa NBLIX ASR A%
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6Simply touch the selections on the screen, MisttessY S 5-S E
g S NBSNode camplex commands may be entered via vaice i
put.£

Ghlilez¢ [2Aa &aFAR (G2 KSNERSETO
ySiQa oANBtSaa ySGiso2N] Inné®ed RA 3
O 2 Y LJdziiTBeNs&reen flickered slightly and a list of thenco
nected computers, thankfully in English, appeared on the screen.
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powerful sygtem available. Now it just sounded dorkplready
admitted to my gekdom once oday, she thoughtGet over it.

G!'EfNAIKGP b2g L otyld (G2 O0O2yyS
jabbed her fingr at theline for hercomputer. To her surprise the

0 KS Heroff-dGt S
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NP screi Qdiuallg offéréd desitance Xoyher Rdger hdzskedpGsined 2
the holographic diplay.

dzA (i 8olidylight Loigyrenparked agghegjalloyed harself tg ragvel AiLR v
only she could separate the technology rfrats creators in her
head she might actually appreciate it.

LJdzil | _ N

3 | XVRen fheggscreep fickeged again she was back in familraitdey
the screen before henow was that of hercomfortable Win-
dows™ desktop A password protection box hovered in thence
ter.

G¢RAY O2dzZA R 3ISG | 1Seo2F NBRKE
lishrlanguage@ NA SG & ¢ AKS Fjadt for claiyy LJ
and idly wondered if the Kryptonians even hadtieards
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in midair in front of the screen. They were a little large foneo
Y GSYGA2ylt GeLAyYy3As odzi GKS@QR R
Quickly she typed in her username and, as always, paused just a
moment before entering hetJr & 4 6 2 NRT  UNftef h& £ T |
vision of her father the day,_befgreéhe significance of tht pass-
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Now free to navigate the contents of her computer, Liasipped
K S NJ W526mvéyda§2 AO2y 2y (GKS a
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those early years and, given that the connection was to Meirop
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lis that probably meant either her internship oriéf career as a
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giving advice to the lovelorn.

és there any way | might be of assistance, Mistréss?Y St SE |

as it floated up beside her.

Gb20 dzyf Saa @&2dz Ol ytalthe/dRitalpk-A &
tos in thesefolderss ¢ [ 2distiactédly heRfocus more on the
list of topic subdirectoriesthan what Kelex was saying. Sae
sently handed the sheaf of papers in her hand to the goldem co
struct.

Then she heard a grunt from bield her and turned to see Clark
stagger through the portal to the Fortress.

G/ tFNyHE aKS aONBF YSR 2 dziiforin a

was shreddeand though there were no longer any marks left on

a
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was moving.
GLQY FAYSZ¢é [t N)] | aadzNB Ra akeS NJ

dzy AT2NY Aad | y2X KESRNX BIBNE X 0 dzi
Lois reflexively loosened her embrace at his complaing. K I {
hapLJSy SRK ¢  akhScontednibiidRing her hand gently
against his cheek. Even the slight discoloration that was there a
moment before was fading away as she watched. It was as if an
invisible rain was wdmsng away a slight bit of dirt and he seemed

to become sturder by the second.

dhyS 2 FsoldigsDlevitselBupin the maintenance tunnels
a2 0KS 20KSNR O2dz R 38 éfterladrd- &
ment; his voice almost back to its normaiwinded cadenc® Thé
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still over a hundred mi@ 2F f SIR f AYSR &SNI
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and drive away.

Garv8a KNR FSt02YAYy20G2¢ A{ KBS I aDI2NX.

RdA y edasked after a moment to get thepiz off himself.
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& 1 SiRust got all the folders called up here and was about to go
0 KNRdzZAK (GKSYZ¢é¢ &aKS alFAR Ay NBLJ

Y |y @ haveFaiready miatdhadRie picture to tp&turesin your files,

Mistress¢ Y St SE & AR OfdWRdY yod Bigh khgrR K

displayedZ

Lois did a doubkakel & Y Sf SEQaeds 2 NRa NBIA
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GThe algorithms for facial recognition are rather simple, Mistgess.
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Il the sgience NJSI RX 27FiiSy
i K N%’?ll m#f%ence@%f alqu&?\ glual deallng with such things he

self was proving a bit disconcerting.
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[ 2 Aeskop display was replaced by the image of aaad \a-
guely sinisterman in a white lab coat standing alongside a pretty
but cold bespectacled brunetteAlmost overlooked in the b&e
ground was the mousy face of the man on the papers she was
now holding; the secalled Robin Christopher.
Loig felt herself cregping, forwagrda h ied the pictGiee
NGRS o S ey NEER RS T T T s

:Az 5 Ith e,nt|t|e>§% he mFr tF§ g‘%w %ays regiered FP her mg
1 :Liotryﬁa e kj(_)%? belg\/\ﬁI ezln%age,toaknow%vgat the € NT




Lois felt a shiver run down her back as the name cani®dden
to her mind.

Summerholt.

* % %

The first sensation Cat Grant became aware of was the smell. One
of her first assignments as a reporter for KGBS had been to cover
an out of control fire at a tire reclamation site. Memories of the
noxious black plumes aticky smoke that had seemed to cling to
her very lungs rose in her mind and elicited an involuntary cough.

The second sensation she became aware of was of the biting pain
on her wrists and neck as she reflexively brought her hand up to
her mouth; or ratker failed to. In a wave of panic Cat struggled to
move, but found she could barely squirm as her every joint flared
in pain at the attempt.

As her eyes came into focus she struggled to look down along the
length of her body and saw that she had been lasteeslome sort

of table with what looked like steel wires, which brought on a
second wave of panic as memories came flooding back to her
conscious mind.

{KSQR 0SSy OFLIWIdzZNBER 06& GKS ¢2e@

The thought of toys brought a flicker of memory from her ahil
hood; gruggling for what seemed like hours to free a Barbie Doll

FNRY (KS O2dzyift Saa kadmgbda GKI

It felt like all the oxygen had been sucked from the room. She
could barely breathe and it took every ounce of her-selftrol to

not loseit completely. She again pulled at hesstraints, but felt

the rubberized steel cables bite into her wrists and ankles without
giving an inch.

¢tKSYy akKS alg | YlIyQa FF0OS adatry

his face.In his hands was a small blinkingldithat looked quite

harmless apart from the inch long spine sticking out from its-ce
ter.

Cat Grant screamed.

* % %
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She waskeeping her back to Clarkt the moment He had
stripped off his uniform for Kelex to mendVhile ordinarily the
thought of peeking back for a glimpse of Clark with his shirt off
would have given her an erotic thrill, the comaiion of the alien
surroundings and the subject matter on the screen before her
squethed all such thoughts from her mind. Yet another reason
aKS O2dzZ Ry Ql oI A l-for8aRen Alé&dind pudzi
the Toyman away
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one of the two colossal statues framing the entrywpgrtal.
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Lois allowed herselfa brief smile at the memories the name
SP21SROQ WK RISO2NR G S  haddsFed & R
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actly it had gotten to either. Probably locked away with all teer f
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problem. Winslowwasseverelyl dzii A acdoididgkto his medical
records hebarely connected with the real world at &l. Ly RS S
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right here in her file

dSo where does a billionaire industrialist with a mentally ill gon
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shared.

The SummerholNeurological Institute was a malignant blot on
collective soul of mankind. Often in science fiction and horrar- st
ries therewas a place; a research lab or institute; where unethical
scientists pegormed inhuman experiments in the name of
science but ony swceeded in producing monstersSummerholt
was that nightmare brought to life.

As Chloe Sullivan, stad first begun researching the place after
the death of Ryan Jamgayoung orpharwho had lecome very
close with ClarkHer investigations had uncexed that te boy
had died as aidect result ofthe exploitative experiments co-
ducted upon himat the Institutewhere he had been held against
his will Her investigation hadncovered other sinister projecias
well; all headed by a man named Garner; gsibly the second
Y2al SoAft
case projects, had actually tried to kill her in an effort to keep
what Lois had dcovered from getting out.

{OKf 28 Q& 28t $AGK (GKS FKahahetl toR2 1
get copies of had been one of the things worth killing to keep a
secret.Over the course of ten years Winslow had undergose r
peated ®ssions of radical shock theragyeen dosed with coun

less experimental pgchoactive drugsand undergone multiple
extersivebrain surgeles £ £ Ay (GKS yIFYS 27
condition.

RX aptil dzRS X ¢
LILISeRlucetie severity of his autism while at the same timesgv-
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ing, even @hancing,that mechanical aptitude. Like Molly, Wh-
at2¢g KIFEIR 0S02YS I LINIL 2F mF Ny
slow who actuallyaleveloped a lot of the technolog)Garnerused
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field of vision. His uniform looked as good as new.

GApparently he was lost in the shuffle aft@armeQ & OOA RSy
Lois anwered as she glanced over a series of Planet stores K
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explosion that had rendered him comatose. The subsequent i
vestigation into the cause uncovered a number tfiey exper-
ments conducted by Garner, many of them nifty of Mengele.

Most of the survivors had ended up in Belle Reeve, but there had
been rumors in the tabloids for months afterwards that some of
his nightmares had gone unaccounted for.
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In point of fact there was no Summerholt left for him to get help
from. The Garner scandal hadutterly bankrupted Summerholt
and those enployees whK | R Y Q fadng [8i€oy time did their

W dzyhésiStdl HissbCiAtR MayisBlges éompletely from the place. The

building itself, after laying fallow for years, ha